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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to Division 6, Title 14, Chapter 3, Article 6, Sections 15070 and 15071 of the California Administrative
Code,Placer Countyloes cause to be filed with the State of California,Mhiiggated Negative Declaration.

1. Title and Short Description o Project: Highway 49Wastewater Capacity Improvemed®oject

The Placer County Environmental Engineering Department is proposing to imstall\@astewatefiorce main
between the existing force main outfall at Highway49/Edgewood Road intersection and kid-Western
PlacerRegional Pump Station alvegeRoad. The alignment would include &ibch diameter pipe extension
northwest under Highway 49 frorhe Highway 49/Edgewood Road intersection to Quartz Drive. From this point,
the alignment would include al2nch diameter pipe extension that would turn west along Quartz Drive to the
intersection with Park Drive, at which point it would head north ana West along Park Drive to the

intersection with Richardson Drive. The alignment would extend north along Richardson Drive to its intersection
with Joeger Roadlhe remaining segment of the pipeline extendiegt on Joeger Road to thkd-Western
PlacerRegional Pump Statiowould be 30 inches in diametdrhe entire length of the proposed force main
extension, which is approximate2,400 lineal feet, would be located within paved roadaagt shoulderight-
of-way. Construction etivities are anticipatetb occur entirely within disturbed landBhe pipe is proposed to be
installed using open trench construction. Horizontal directional drilling would be used to crosdrainteges

and water supply canatsattraversethe alignment

2. Location of Project: The proposegipelinealignmentwould extendnorthwest undeHighway 49 from the
Highway 49/Edgewood Road intersection to Quartz Drive. From this point, the alignment would turn west
along Quartz Drive to the intersection with Park Drive, at whichtgbivould head north and then west
along Park Drive to the intersection with Richardson Drive. The alignment would extend north along
Richardson Drive to its intersection with Joeger Rawad would continue west on Joeger Road tdvite
WesternPlacerRegionalPump StationThe entire pipeline alignment would be located within unincorporated
western Placer County, California.

3. Project Proponent: PlacerCountyDepartment of Public Works, Environmental Engineeiigsion, 3091
Courty Center Drive, Auburn, CA 95603

4. Said project will not have a significant effect on the environment for the following reasons:

Based on the analysis included in the attached Initial Studyithevay 49Wastewater Capacity
ImprovementProject hashe potential to cause adverse environmental impétgsever, with
implementation of théollowing mitigation measures, the impaeissociated with theroposedorojectwould
remain less than significant.

Cultural Resources
Mitigation Measure CUL

The following mitigation measure shall be implemented dupiogect constructiomactivities:
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1 If potentialhistoricresourcesire uncovered during any-site construction activities, all work must
immediately stop in the area. Work shadluse within 10@eetof the find or a lesser distance depending
upon the type of discovery, regardlesswietherthe construction is being actively monitored. Any
potential reduction in distance between find and work shall be agreed upon by Department of Public
Works saff and the project archaeologiBbllowing discoveryand prior to resuming workhe County
shall consult with an appropriatetjualified archaeologist to determine if thatentialhistoricresource
meets the criteria for listing on the CRHIRthe artaeologist determines that the historic resource meets

the criteria for |isting, the County shall follc
of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, andstecting
Hi storic Buildings or the Secretary of the Inter

Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (1995), per CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(3)

Mitigation Measure CQdL

The followingmitigation measures shall be implemented dupraject construction activities

9 |If articulated or disarticulated human remains are discovered during construction activities, all work shall
cease witn 100 feet of the find and the County Coroner shaltdr@acted immediatelyJpon
determination by the County Coroner that the find is Native American in origin, the Native American
Heritage Commission will be contacted and will assign the Most Likely Descendent who will work with
the project proponent to deé appropriate treatment and disposition of the bulbowing a review of
the find and consultation with the Native American Tribe and appropriate experts, if necessary, the
authority to proceed may be accompanied by the addition of developmemn¢negpts or special
conditionsthatprovide for protection of the site and/or additional measures necessary to address the
unique or sensitive nature of the site. Work in the area of the cultural resource discovery may only
proceed after authorization isagited by the Placer County Department of Public Works, Environmental
Engineering Division following coordination with tribal representatives and cultural resource experts, if
necessary, as appropriate.

Hazardous Materials
Mitigation MeasuleAZ1

Prior to initiating construction of the proposed project, the Contractor shall submit a waitedy progranto
Placer Countyandshallreceive a positive reviefrtom the CountyThis plan shall include (at a minimum):

A fire or medical emergency response access plan.
A police emergency response access plan.

An access control plan to its staging and equipment storage areas.

= =4 = =4

The name and contact information for the Safety Director/Manager responsible for managing the safety,
healthand environmental risk factors for the Contractor.

=

Typical tailgate safety meeting agenda and frequency.

1 Compliancewith or exceedance of applicable OSHA requirements.

Douglas Emenmental Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdvejeent
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1 New hire safety orientation training.
1 Any applicable job specific requirements @rimits.

1 If requested, Contractor shall provide safety training records for employees working on the project.

Mitigation MeasuleAZ2

Hazardous Materials Contingency Plan (HMCP): Tetractor shall prepare and submit to @Gaunty a
contingency plan fohandling hazardous materials, whether found or introduced odusitey construction. The
plan shall include construction measures as specified in local, stafedanal regulations for hazardous
materials, removal of esite debris, and confirmatiaf presence of pipelines on site. The plan must include the
following measures at a minimum:

9 If contaminated soils or other hazardous materials are encountered during amyvewj operation
during construction (e.g. trenching, excavation, gradingjstcoctionshall behalted and the HMCP
implemented

1 Instruct workers on recognition and reporting of materials that may be hazardous.

1 Minimize delays by continuing performance of the work in areas not affecteaiZaydous materials
operations.

1 Identify and contact subcontractors and licensed personnel qualified to undertake storagal,
transportation, disposal, and other remedial work required by, and in acconddmdaws and
regulations.

1 File requests for adjustments tant@ct time and contract price due to the findinpaiardous materials
in the work site in accordance with conditions of the contract.

Mitigation MeasuteAZ3

Due to the potential presence of naturally occurring asbestos minerals along the pipelimerdlithe following
measures shall be implemented during soil excavation and handling activities:

1 Periodic observatianby a geologist familiar with the identification of naturally occurring asbestos
mineralsshall be conducteds trench excavation progresses. The frequency of observation will be at the
discretion of the&County. Tesing for naturally occurring asbestos minerals shall be condoctedspect
rock, if observedandas directed by the geologist.

1 A dust mitigation pinshall be implementedn accordance with California Air Resourd&sard and
Placer County Air Pollution Control District requirementsjaturally occurring asbestos minerisls
encountered asuspected during grading operations.

1 A worker health and $aty progranshall be implementei naturally occurring asbestos minerais
encounteredluring trenching activitiesThe plarshallcomply with all regulatory requirements.

Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdesjeent Douglas Environmental
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Hydrology and Water Quality

Mitigation Measure HMD

To ensure project constrimn activities do not adversely affect the water quality of local waterways, the
following mitigation measureshall be implementegrior to and during construction

1 A storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPRRall be prepared for the proposed pebyeith
associated # managements practices (BMPs), consistent with Placer County standards. The SWPPP
shall bedesigned to protect water quality pursuant to the requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater petrfor construction activity (Order 998-DWQ, as
amended)The SWPPP would identify and specify:

3

the use of erosion and sedimeontrol BMPs, including construction techniques that will reduce the
potential for erosiopas well as other measures toitm@lemented during constructipn

the means of waste disposal;

the implementation of approved local plans,stormwatermanagement controls, permanent post
construction BMPs, and inspection and maintenance responsibilities;

the pollutants that are liketp be used during construction that could be present in stormwater
drainage and nestormwater discharges, and other types of materials used for equipment operation;

spill prevention and contingency measures, including measures to prevent or clears @b spill
hazardous waste and of hazardous materials used for equipment operation, and emergency procedures
for responding to spills;

personnel training requirements and procedures that will be used to ensure that workers are aware of
permit requirements andqper installation methods for BMPs specified in the SWPPP; and

The appropriate personnel responsible for supervisory duties related to implementation of the
SWPPP.

1 Where applicable, BMPs identified in the SWPPP shall be in place throughout all sitenork a
construction. BMPs may include such measures as the following:

3

Implementing temporary erosiaontrol measures in disturbed areas to minimize discharge of
sediment into nearby drainage conveyances. These measures may include silt fences, staked straw
bdes or wattles, sediment/silt basins and traps, geofabric, and sandbag dikes.

9 All construction contractors shall retain a copy of the approved SWPPP on the construction site. The
SWPPP shall be submitted to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality CBotna (RWQCB)
pursuant to NPDES requirements, and completed and implemented before the start of construction
activities.

Douglas Emenmental Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdvejeent
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Noise
Mitigation MeasuidO#1

To ensure blasting activities do not adversely affect local resjdeat®llowing mitigation measeas shall be
implemented during site trenching activities:

9 If blasting activities are to occur in conjunction with thenching activitiesthe contractor shall conduct
the blasting activities in compliance with state and local regulationscdrtieactor shall obtain a blasting
permit from Placer County prior to commencing anysia blasting activities. The permit application
shall include a description of the work to be accomplished and a statement of the necessity for blasting, as
opposed tmther methods, and safety measures to be implemented such as blast blankets. The contractor
shall coordinate any blasting activities with Police and Fire Departments to insure proper site access and
traffic control, and public natification including negrkesidents and businesses, as determined
appropriate by police and fire departments. Blasting specifications and plans shall include a schedule that
outlines the time frame in which blasting will occur in order to limit noise and traffic inconvenience. In
addition, an orsite blasting expert shall be retained by the site contractor to ensure that the blasting
activities, if necessary, result in the minimum offsite noise and vibration levels (i.e., less than 0.2 inches
per second PPV).

1 Construction blastig activities shall be subject to Placer County Construction Noise Guidelines,
including limiting constructiofrelated noise generating activities within eanresidential areas to the
leastnoise sensitive daytime hours (conservatively between 7 a.nb. gunal Monday through Friday

1 For areas of the pipeline alignment that require blasting and are within 100 feet of existing residential
structures, the use of alternative construction techniques, such-agpiosive blasting demolition
agents (e.g., Dgan, as identified atww.archerusa.copor similaj), shall beused if feasible Blasting
shall be used as a last resort within these areas if the alternative techniques are determined to be
economically or technically infeasible.

Transportation
Mitigaton Measurd RANL

Thecontractor shalimplement the following measures during project construction:

1 Thecontractor shall provide adequate traffic management resources, surcieasive devices, flag
persons, and police assistance for traftiatrol, to maintain safe traffftow on local streets affected by
pipeline construction at all times.

1 Thecontractor shall identify traffic hazards created by construction, such as rough prdtates,
freshly paved locations, and minimize total i@#ind vehicle speed through such hazards.

1 Thecontractor shall ensure that traffic safety hazards, such as uncovered or unfilled open trenches, will
not be left in roadways during period of time when construction personnel are not present, such as
nighttime and weekends.

Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdesjeent Douglas Environmental
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Thecontractor shall repair all roads adequafsty Placer County requiremeraf$er construction to
ensure that traffic can move in the same manner as before construction

At all times during construction, tfeentractor shall ensure theamergency fire, police or medical
vehicles are able to access all adjacent areas. Additionally, construction equipment or activities must not
obstruct or hinder traffic that might be generated during an evacuation.

Contractor shall comply with the reqements of the Caltrans Encroachment Permit

Residents shalave access to their homes at all times.

Tribal Cultural Resources

Mitigation MeasufECR1

The following mitigation measure shall be implemented dupiogect constructiomactivities:

T

Prior to initiathg project construction, Placer County shall prepare a Tribal Cultural Resources

Monitoring, Discovery & Treatment Plan that would be implemented in the event of an unanticipated
discovery. The Plan will include a description of the dodlae monitoredthe regulatory setting, the

previous research and consultation conducted, the cultural resource sensitivity of the project area, specific
monitoring procedures, measures to be implemented in the event of an unanticipated discovery, reporting
requirements, rad responsible personnel.

If potentialhistoric, archaeological artifacts or Native American tribal culxgsburcesncluding

midden soil, cultural belongings, chipped stone, exotic rock-(radive), or unusual amounts of baked
clay, shell or bone anencovered during any esite construction activities, all work must immediately
stop in the area. Work shalhuse within 100 feetdf the find or a lesser agreed upon distance depending
upon the type of discovery, regardlesswietherthe constructions being actively monitored by a
representative from the culturalgffiliated Native American Tribe, cultural resources specialist, or
professional archaeologist. Following discovang prior to resuming workepresentativefsom
culturally-affiliated Native American Tribes will make recommendations for further evaluation and
treatmentasappropriate

In the event that historic, archaeological artifacts or Native American cultural deposits, isolates or
belongings found to be ineligibfer inclusion inthe California Historic Register of Historical Resources

are identified within the project area, culturally appropriate treatment and disposition shall be determined
following coordination with the culturalkaffiliated Native American Tribe. Culturally ppopriate

treatment may be, but is not limited to, processing materials in a lab for reburial, minimizing handling of
cultural objects, leaving objects in place within the landscape, returning objects to a location within the
project area where they wilbhbe subject to future impaciEhe United Auburn Indian Community does

not generally consider curation of Tribal Cultural Resources to be appropriate or respectful and requests
that materials not be permanently curated, unless specifically requestedThibe.

Douglas Emenmental Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdvejeent
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Mitigation MeasurECR2

The following mitigation measure is intended to minimize impacts to existing or previously undiscovered Tribal
Cultural Resources (TCRs), archaeological, or cultbeldngingd ur i ng a pr oj ect 6% es.groun
The following mitigation measure shall be implemented dupiagect constructiomactivities:

TribalMonitoring To identify buried archaeological and TCRs at the earliest possible time during-petated
earthdisturbing activities, to minimizthe potential for destruction of or damage to these previously undiscovered
resources, and to ensure respectful treatment and disposition of unearthed/displaced resources, the Department of
Public Works staff and/or their construction contractor(s) str@loneTribal Monitor from the UAIC or their
representative on traesignated locations on thenstruction site during grousdisturbing activitis, not

including aboveground activities such as pavement removal, but including trenching, excavatigmadimgjof
subgrade materialsVonitoring activities shall occurom a safe distance and with appropriate personal

protective gearShould a discovery be made, more than one Tribal Monitor may be required per the Discovery
Plan.Native American Monitors from cultulglaffiliated Native American Tribes act as a representative of their
Tribal government and shall be informed of thestarction schedule, once obtained, and consulted before any
grounddisturbing activities begin.

Specifically the monitor shall:

9 Spot check areas of lesser concern. These areas include the segments of the pipeline identified on plan
sheets 41through C048and G051through C094; specifically Stationing 0+00 through 37+00 and
Stationing 39+00 through 2200,

1 Monitor as needed in sensitive areBdis area includethe segment of the pipelingentified on plan
sheets €49 through @50; spefically Stationing 37+00 through 39+00;

9 If no resources have been identifigiter a week of monitoringhe monitoring shall be tapered off and
the UAIC will rely on the contractor, who has received worker awareness training, to notify the UAIC
promptl if any TCRs are identifiedland

1 If a TCRis identified, the County will consult with the UAIC regarding the potential need for additional
monitoring.

In order to track the status of mitigation measure implementation;rfietdtoring activities will be dcumented
ona Tribal Monitor log. The total time commitment of the Tribal Monitor will vary depending on the intensity
and location otonstruction and the sensitivity of the area, including the number of finds.

Native American Monitors or their Represatives have the authority to request that work be temporarily
stopped, diverted, or slowed within 100 feet of the direct impact area if sites or objects of significance are
identified. Only a Native American Monitor or Representative from a cultuaffiijated tribe can recommend
appropriate treatment and final disposition of TCRs.

Mitigation MeasurECR3

The following mitigation measure shall be implemented duphogect constructioactivities:

Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdesjeent Douglas Environmental
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Tribal Cultural Resource Awareness Training- The following mitigation measure is intended to address the
cultural sensitivity of the project area by including a Tribal Cultural Resource Awarbradsing for relevant
project personnel and construction workers.

Prior to initiation of construction, all constitimn crew members, consultants, and other personnel involved in
project implementation shall receive projspecific TCR awareness training. The training shall be conducted in
coordination with qualified cultural resource specialists and representabveslturally-affiliated Native
American Tribes. The training will emphasize the requirement for confidentiality and cuHapgltgpriate,
respectful treatment of any find of significance to culturafiliated Native Americans Tribes.

As acomponent of the training, a brochure will be distributed to all persassetiated with project
implementation. At a minimunthe brochure shall discuss the following topics in clear and straightforward
language:

9 Field indicators of potential archaegloal or cultural resources (i.e., what to look for; for example:
archaeological artifactsultural belongingsgxotic or nonnative rock, unusually large amounts of shell
or bone, significant soil color variation, etc.)

1 Regulations governing archaeologii resources and tribal cultural resources

1 Consequences of disregarding or violating laws protecting archaeological or tribal cultural
resourcefbelongings; and

9 Steps to take if a worker encounters a possible resource.

The training shall include projespecific guidance for arite personnel including resources that have the
potential to be located on the project site, when to stop work, and who to contact if potential archaeological or
TCRs are identified.

The training shall also direct work to stapdacontact with the County Coroner and the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) to occur immediately in the event that potential human remains are idexififi&d will
assign a Most Likely Descendant if the remains are determined by the Coroedidtue American in origin.

5. As aresult thereof, the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 of the Public Resources Code of the State of California) is not
required.

Douglas Emenmental Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdvejeent
Mitigated Negative Declaration 8 Placer County



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Section Page
1 INTRODUCTION ttttiiieissiiiiiiiteeeesaeeseeeaaeeesssssbbbs s et e e s smamte e e e e e e e aan s bbb b e et e e e e s smmme e e e e e e e asbbbbnseeeeeeessmmmeeeeas 1-1
1.1 OVEBIVIBW. ...ttt eeee e e e e eeeeeaeeeaaeeeaeeeesamaassnn s aan s eaas e e s st e eeeeeeeeeeeeseeesnnnsnnennnnss 1-1
1.2 (L= o Yo =T o o)V TP PP PP PPPPPPPPPR 1-1
1.3 [ (0 TT=T o1 A o Tox o o USSR 1-1
1.4 Purpose of thisS DOCUMENL............ouviiiiiiiiiteeie e eeee e mnne e e e e 1-4
2 PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION. ....uuutttttttreeeessssasmmnesssssssssssssssseeessssmmmnsssssssssssssssseesesssnnsmnnsssnnns 2-1
2.1 PrOJECINEEM........eeee ettt e e e e e e e mm e r e e e e e e e 2-1
2.2 e (T T=To (0] g oL ] 1] o £ PSP 2-1
2.3 Required Permits and APProValS..........o.veiiiiiiiiiiioe e e eeestvier e 2-3
3 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST ..uuuuttitiitteeeeesssissssimamsssssseessseessassssssssanansssssssesesessssnssssssssemmssssseeeees 31
3.1 TS 1 =1 PP 34
3.2 Agricultural and FOreSt RESOUICES..........uuuuriiiiiiiiiiirnreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeaeeaaesssaserrrnrnrannraannaa————— 3-6
3.3 AT QUAIITY ..ottt ee e e ————aaeeaeaaaaaaeeaaeeeaeeeaaaas 3-8
3.4 BiolOQICAl RESOUITES .....cciiiiiiiiiiiit it ieeet et e e e e e e s e e ener e e e e e eeeeeas 3-14
3.5 CURUIAI RESOUICES. .. ..o i e et s ettt e e e e e e e e e aeasseestnnnseeeeeeeaeeeeeens 3-18
3.6 =] (0 )Y/ 3-25
3.7 GEOlOgY AN SOIIS.......coiiiieiiiieee e ———————————aaaaaaaaaaas 3-26
3.8 Greenhouse Gas EMISSIONS.........iiiiiiiiiieeiiieeeieas s ee s et e e et s e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeaeeeaeereeaereenneennneeeas 331
3.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials...........cccooiioiiiiiccciiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen s 3-33
3.10 Hydrology and Water QUAIILY............ceiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e nees 3-39
3.11  Land Use and PIANNINg..........uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiimmee e eeee e mmme e e e 344
312 IMINEIaAl RESOUICTES . .uuiuutiuuutiinii e isimmmr e et ee et eeeeeeteeeeeeeeesamaesaassaassaasasssasasaessssaasssssssssnssnnnnnen 3-45
G 700 1 T o 1= S 3-46
3.14  Population @nd HOUSING ........uuuriiiiieiiiieemaaiiiie e e e e e e ee e e e e e e e e e s eeeasnseeees 3-52
.15 PUDIIC SEIVICES ... uutiiiiiiiie e eee et e e e e e ees bttt e e e e e e e e e e e e s e eessssbeeeeeeeeeeeeaanns 3-53
0 G I o= Tod (=7 (o] o PP 3-55
I A I = 10 1 o To ] ¢ = (o APPSO PP PTPPPPPPPPP 3-56
3.18  Tribal CUUral RESOUICES......ciiiiiiieeiiieiieeteees s e e e e ettt et e e et e e e e e e e e emeeeeeeeae s aearaeesreerreensrrnneeeeeens 3-60
3.19  Utilities and SErvICE SYSIEIMIS.....uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinme e ee e e ee e e eee e e e e e e e e eeee s smmnes 3-65
02 O B 1Y o 111 = RO PSPPSR 3-68
3.21 Mandatory Findings Of SIgNIfiCANCE...........ccuiiiiiiiiii e 3-70
4 REFERENGCES ...1ttttteeeeitiiiitttetee s eeeeseeeeaeeeaaaasaatsteae e s ammseseeeeeeaaaasssassseeeeeammmseeeeeeesssnssssssneeesesanmraaeeeesd 4-1

Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprd®esjeent
Placer County i

Douglas Environmental
Table of Contents



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Continued Page
Exhibits

EXNiDit 1 Project VICINILY M. ....ccoi ittt et e e e e s rmmme e eeeas 1-2
Exhibit 2 Pipeline AlIgNMENt Map..........uuuiiuiiiiiiiiine e e e e e e eeee s e smmmr e e e e eeeeeeeeeees 1-3
Tables

Tablel Existing Maximum Daily Shorterm ConstructiorGenerated Emissions............cccccvvvvvvvieennn.. 3-13
Table2 Previously Recorded Sites in the ProjeCt ArBa........cccooeeiiiiii it eeee e 3-20
Table3 Construction Equipment Noise EmIsSSION LEVEIS.............oovviiiiiieeeiiiiiicee e, 3-48
Douglas Environmental Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdvejeent

Table o€ontents ii Placer County



1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 OVERVIEW

This document is the Initial Study for the propostighway 49Wastewater Capacity Improveme®roject
(proposed projectpcated inunincorporated Plac&ounty, CaliforniaThis Initial Study has been prepared in
accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Publio&ess Code Section 21000 et seq.
and the State CEQA Guidelines, California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et seq. An Initial Study is
prepared by a lead agency to determine if a project may have a significant effect on the environment. In
accordance wih State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064(a), an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) must be
prepared if there is substantial evidence that a project may have a significant effect on the environment. A
Negative Declaration is prepared if the lead agency datemthat the proposed project would not have a
significant effect on the environment, and therefore, that it would not require the preparation of an EIR (State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15070).

This Initial Study will be used to examine the potential environmental impacts pftp@sed projecin general,
this document describes theoposed projecthe existing environment that could be affecfamtential impacts

from theproposed projecand proposed itigation measures in compliance with the State CEQA Guidelines (14
California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15000 et.xeq

The Initial Study is divided intéour chapters: Chapter 1 includes this introduction, Chapter 2 provides a
description of the projeaetting and characteristics; Chaptein8ludes an environmental evaluation/checklist

that identifies the potential environmental impacts associated with implementation of the project and a discussion
of checklist respases and findings; and Chaptendludes references used in the preparation of this report.

1.2 LEAD AGENCY

The lead agency is the public agency with primary responsibility over the proposed pmaecbrdance with

CEQA Guidelines Section 15051( b) (edcy with genetalggovérmmerdal a g e n
powers, such as a city or county, rather than an agency with a single or limited gubBeeEause the project is

being proposed bthe Placer County Department of Public Wortke Muntyis the lead agency for th@oposed

project

1.3 PROJECT LOCATION

The proposed project isdatedwithin the roadway righof-way of segments oHighway 49, Quartz Drive, Park
Drive, Richardson DrivegandJoeger Roawithin unincorporatedvesternPlacerCounty, Californig Exhibit 1).
The pipeline alignment is proposed to extend approxima&Ko0 lineal feet Commencing ahe intersection of
Highway 49/Edgewood Roathe alignment would extend nowbstunder Highway 4% Quartz Drive Turning
west onto Quartz Drivehe alignment woul@xtend to th&uartz Drive intersection with Park Drive, at which
point it would head north and then west along Park Drive to the intersection with Richardson Drive. The
alignment would extend north along Richardson Drive to its inteosewith Joeger Roaand would continue
west onunderJoeger Road to thdid-westernPlacerRegionalPumpStation on Joerger RA4Exhibit 2).

Highway 49 Wastewater Capacity Imprdesjeent Douglas Environmental
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1.4 PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT

Prior toapproving theproposed projecPlacer Countynust evaluatether oj ect 6 s potenti al e
impacts as required by CEQAhe Gunty, as the lead agency under CEQAl considerthepr oposed pr o]
environmental impactehen consideringvhether to approvproject implementationThisInitial Studyis an

informational document to be used in the local planning and degisaking process; it does not recommend

approval or denial of theroposed project

This Initial Study will be available for public review for 30 days. Ty will take into consideration

comments received during the public review period and will factor these comments into their assessment of the
environmental impacts associated with the proposed project prior to making their decision related to project
approval.

Douglas Environmental Highwy 49 Wastewater Capacity Improverjeat
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2 PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 PROJECT NEED

Pl acer County owns and operates the wastewater coll
District No. 1 (SMD1) service area, which is located north of the City of Auburn in western Placer County. The
collection systentonsists of two main sewer trunks, the Highway 49 trunk and the DeWitt trunk. These trunks
convey wastewater flows from the southern portion of the SMBrvice area to the Mid/estern Placer

Regional Pump Station on Joeger Road, wekligiiway 49 and nah of Dry Creek Road.

Field observations and previous evaluations of the SMBwer collection system have identified capacity
constraints in the Highway 49 trunk. A hydraulic model analysis was conducted to determine peak flows in the
sewer system ana assess existing capacity in the Highway 49 trunk. The model simulation was conducted using
the 10year, 24hour design storm. Both existing and buildout growth conditions were simulated, and the model
included no retrofits to the sewer collection sys{&tantec Consulting Services Inc. 2022).

Analysis results from the hydraulic modeling generated total peak flows of approximately 8.7 million gallons per
day (MGD) under existing conditions and 14.4 MGD during full buildout conditions at thé\MiternPlacer
Regional Pump Station in the Highway 49 trunk. Based on results of this simulation, the existing capacity in the
Highway 49 trunk is approximately 1.5 MGD. This capacity is limited by multiple sewer sections along the
project alignment. The existirg)7 MGD peak flow is passed through the Highway 49 trunk. Modeling shows
capacity limiting sections within this alignment. Though some of this peak flow enters the sewer downstream of
the capacity limiting sewer sections, the limitations versus peakifilbose areas result in surcharge conditions

t hat do not c¢ o mpdwegrdesigntstanddrds (Staier Consuliing Services Inc. 2022). Because
the overall capacity of the Highway 49 truck sewer is not sufficient to accommodate the estemnatdtbws
associateavith existing andplanned growtlin the Auburn/Bowman Community Plan ar@aprovements are
necessary to expand the sewer conveyance systemds ¢c
Countyds sewer design standards.

2.2 PROJECT COMPONENTS

2.2.1 WASTEWATER PIPELINE INSTALLATION

The Placer County Environmental Engineering Department is proposing to install\eastewatefiorce main
between the existing force main outfall at Highway49/Edgewood Road intersection and kid-Wegern
PlacerRegional Pump Station on Joeger Road. The alignment would incl@mehldiameter pipe extension
northwest under Highway 49 from the Highway 49/Edgewood Road intersection to Quartz Drive. From this point,
the alignment would include al2nch diameter pipe extension that would turn west along Quartz Drive to the
intersection with Park Drive, at which point it would head north and then west along Park Drive to the
intersection with Richardson Drive. The alignment would extend north alongrBsdmaDrive to its intersection
with Joeger Roadr'he remaining segment of the pipeline extendiregt on Joeger Road to thkd-Western
PlacerRegional Pump Statiowould be 30 inches in diametérhe entire length of the proposed force main
extension, which is approximatel?,4@® lineal feet, would be located within paved roadwaag shoulderight-
of-way. Construction etivities are anticipated to occur entirely within disturbed lands.
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Constriction activities would require the closure of a single lane along the pipeline alignment and the
implementation of standard construction traffic control measures for the project duration. Pipeline installation
activities would include excavating an opegnichapproximately four feet wide with an average depth of
between five and six fegtithin the roadway righof-way, progressively placing the new sewer pipe within the
trench, back filling the exposed trench using the excavated soils and repavinglth@yrddthough tie majority

of the pipe is proposed to be installed using open trench construction entirelytigtlexistingoaved roadways
and disturbed roadway shouldgnerizontal directional drilling would be used instead of open trench constiuctio
for severaldrainageand water supply canatossings, as described in further detail below.

Due to thepotentialfor hard rockto be encountereat shallow depths along the pipeline alignment, some of the
excavated material may not be suitable as lihakhterial. If this is the case, some importedditid off hauling

of the unsuitable materiatay be necessary. In addition, some areas of the pipe trench may require dewatering.
The construction contractor would be responsible for the disposal ofatay associated with dewatering

activities, consistent with County requirements.

Based on the subsurface soil and rock conditions encourettesl project argaheavy trenching equipment
(excavator such as a CAT 365C or largagybe necessary alomprtionsof the pipeline alignment to excavate
to depths greater than three fEEDAW/AECOM 2009) In addition, chiseling and/or blasting may be necessary
to facilitate excavation.

2.2.2 HORIZONTAL DIRECTIONAL DRILLING

Horizontal directional drilling would be used instead of open trench construction to cross under several drainage
culverts andwo open water supply carglThis would require the excavation of a bore pit on one side of the
drainage crossingr canalto acommodate the pulling of a fused pipe under the individual draifegess Each

bore pit would be approximately 10 feet by 30 feet and would be approximately six feellueémngth of the

drilling would be dependent upon the depth and width of theirgisrossingsWith the use of horizontal

directional drilling, no surface excavation would be necessary within the drainage culverts and no disturbance to
the drainage or canalsvould be anticipated.

2.2.3 DRAINAGE CROSSINGS

Theproject alignment crogstwo creekdncluding Rock Creek, whichasses under Richardson Drigedan

unnamed tributary to Rock Creek, whighsses undétighway49. Rock Creek flows through two 96ch

corrugated metal pipasmder Richardson Driv@irectly south of Dry Creek Roadhd the wastewater pipeline is
planned to be installed approximately 12 feet below these two corrugated metal pipes using horizontal directional
drilling.

The small tributary to Rock Creek originates from the stormveatiégction system for the commercial and
residential area west éfighway49 near Bell Road. Stormwater within this developed area flows into a concrete
pipe that traverses under the parking lot of Café Delicias at 3031 Grass Valley Highway, Auburnagormw
flows east from this pipe into a Z0ot-long ditch that enters a 66ch concrete pipe that continues east under the
highway. This 6@nch concrete pipe is located between Education Street and Bell Road. On the east side of
Highway49 this drainageds a defined bed and bank as it continues north through a vegetated area for
approximately half a mile until it flows into Rock Creek.
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For this tributary, a short segment-( 5feet wide) of theconcretepipethat traverses undétighway 49 would

be cu during the trenching activities, the wastewater pipe would be installed, and the cut segment of the concrete
pipe would be replaced with a new pipe segnadiatve the new wastewater pifgecause construction would

occur during the summer months, no steater is expected to be flowing undd¢ighway 49 through the 6thch
concrete pipe. However, if any flows are present within this pipe; & 1Binch temporary PVC bypass pipe
would be installed to capture these flows and divert them past the cuepiperg.Sandbagsvould be placed to
direct flows through the bypass pipe while blocking flows from enteringxtbavatedrench. Once the new
wastewater pipeline is installed, the concrete pipe would be repaired, the bypass pipe would be removed and
stormwaterflows wouldcontinue in the repaired pip€he wastewater pipeline is proposed to be installed
approximately one foot below the-@fch concrete pipe. The removal and repair of th&68 concrete pipe

would be limited to a couple of days.

In addifon, two uncovered water supply canals that connect the Wise Forebay to Rock Creek Lake cross the
Highway49 segment of the pipeline alignment between Live Oak Lane and Holly Vista Way. The more northern
of the two canals, which is approximately 12 feedevat its base and 9 feet deispdentified as Lower Wise

Canal This canatrossedlighway49 directly south of Live Oak Lane. The more southern canal, which is 72
inches wide and is identified as Wise Canal, consists of a box culvert that ¢tagseay 49 directly north of

Holly Vista Way. The pipeline is planned to be installed between 15 and 16 feet below both of thesesranals
horizontal directional drilling.

2.2.4 PROJECT PHASING

The project is proposed be constructed in two phasdsge to funding constraint¥ he first phasaould include
construction of theouthermpipeline segment withirlighway49. The remaininghorthernsegment of the
pipeline extending frorthe intersection aflighway49andQuartz Drive to its terminus at tivid-Western
PlacerRegional Pump Station on Joerger Roamlld be constructeduringthe second phase when funding
becomes available.

2.3 REQUIRED PERMITS AND APPROVALS

The proposed project would require daboption otthis Initial Study/Mitigated Negative éxlarationand project
approvalbby Placer County. In additiomnencroachment permit would be required from the California
Department of Transportatidar work within theHighway 49 rightof-way. If blasting is necessarg,permit
from Placer County malye necessaripr the project contractofhe project may requireLake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement from the California Department of Fish and Wilttifdnorizontal directional drilling
activities under drainage
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

PROJECT INFORMATION

1. Project Title:

2. Lead Agency Name

3. Contact Person and

4. Project Location;

5. Project S

7. Zoning:

necessary.)

(Briefly
surroundings)

agreement)

confidentiality, etc.?

(e.q., permits, financing apoval, or participation

Highway 49Wastewater Capacity Improveme®roject

and Address: Placer County

Department of Public Works, Environmental Engineeiigjsion

3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603

Phone Number: Janeane Martin
(530) 886-4984

Roadway Righbf-Way of Highway49, Quartz Drive, Park Drive,
Richardson Drive, Joeger RoadUnincorporatedvesternPlacer County

California

ponsor &6s Departmentof Public Workg&nvironmental EngineerinBivision

3091 County Center Drive
Auburn, CA 95603

6. General Plan Designation: N/A, public rightof-way

N/A, public rightof-way

8. Description of Project: (Describe the whole action involved, including butmitéd to later phases of the project,
and any secondary, support, or-effe features necessary for its implementation. Attach additional sheets if

See the project description included in Section 2 above.

9. Surrounding Land Uses argtting: The project is located withioommercial andesidentiaroadway

descr i be corridorsinunincorporatedvesternPlacer County.

10: Other public agencies whose approval is required California Department of Transportation Encroachment
Permit potentially a blasting permit from Placer Coufay
the contractgrand pdentially a Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreementor horizontal directional drilling unde
11: Have California Native American tribes traditionall drainage crossings
and culturally affiliated with the project area
requested consultation pursuant to Public Resour
Code section 21080.3.17? If $s there a plan for
consultation that includes, for example, the
determination of significance of impacts to tribal
cultural resources, procedures regarding initiated the consultation process wit

Yes, the United AuburindianCommunity (UAIC) has
requested consultation consistent withblic Resources Cod
section 21080.3.lequiremats and Placer County has

h the Tribe.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one imp
is afiPotentially Significant Impaotas indicated by the checklist on the following pages.
[l  Aesthetics [l Agriculture/ ForestResources [ | Air Quality
[] Biological Resources [] Cultural Resources [] Energy
[l Geology/ Soils [l Greenhouse Gas Emissions [l Hazardd Hazardous Materials
[l Hydrology / Water Quality [ | Land Use /Planning [] Mineral Resources
[l Noise [l Population / Housing [] Public Services
[l Recreation [] Transportation [] Tribal Cultural Resources
[] Utilities / Service Systems [ Wildfire [] Mandatory Findings of Significance
[] None XI None With Mitigation
DETERMINATI@QN be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:
| find that the proposed projecobuLD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION Will be prepared.
| find that although the proposed projeciuLD have a significant effect on the environment, thene.
NOT be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made dxdatodny
the project proponent. MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION  will be prepared.
| find that the proposed projeiry have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.
| find that the proposed projeiay have afipotentially significant impactor fipotentially significant
unless mitigatedlimpact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyZ
an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigaj
measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached®aEelIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.
] | find that although the proposed project could have a significamttesh the environment, because al
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an E&Rlier NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant
earlierEIR or NEGATIV E DECLARATION , including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposeq
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.
Signature Date
Printed Name Title
Agency
Douglas Environmental Highway 49 Wastewater €lgpbnproveme®roject
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EVALUATION GBNVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1. A brief explanation is required for all answers exd@jd Impacd answers that are adequately supported by the
information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each gée8tonmpacd answer is
adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does tmpapjpists
like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zarf@o Impacd answer should be explained
where it is based on projespecific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensi
receptors to pollutants, based on a preggecific screening analysis).

2. All answers must take accoutftthe whole action involved, including efite as well as asite, cumulative as well
as projectevel, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

3. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical imgpaciccur, then the checklist answers must
indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than significe
fiPotentially Significant Impadtis appropriate if there is substantial evidence that f@ctahay be significantf
there are one or mof@otentially Significant Impaotentries when the determination is made, an EIR is required

4. fNegative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorpoasggplies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect filBtentially Significant Impaotto afiLess Than Significant Impadt.
The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a |
significant level (miigation measures froiiEarlier Analysesas described in (5) below, may be crosterenced).

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect
adequately analyzed in an earlier ElRnegative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D)this case, a brief discussiof
should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Useddentify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressddentify which effects fron the above checklist were within the scope of and
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether s
were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

¢) Mitigation Measurs. For effects that ar@less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated,
describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the 4
which they address sispecific conditions for the praje

6. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potenti
(e.g., general plans, zoning ordinanc&ference to a previously prepared or outside document should, where
appropriate, inclde a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

7. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals con
should be cited in the discussion.

8. This is only asuggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies sh
normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to adrejedtonmental effects in whatever
format is selected.

9. The explanatin of each issue should identify:
a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
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3.1 AESTHETICS

. Less Than
Potentially Significant Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant =lgnifican Significant No Impact
with Mitigatior
Impact Impact
Incorporated
I. Aesthetics.

Except as provided in Public Resources Code section
21099 (where aesthetic impacts shall not be considere
significantfor qualifying residential, mixedise
residential, and employment centerspuld the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista ] ] ] X
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, | ] Ol ] X

not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic highway?

c) In nonurbanized areasybstantially degrade the ] U] U] X
existing visual character or quality pfiblic views of
the site and itsurroundings(Public views are those
that are experienced from publicly accessible vanta
points.) If the project is in an urbanized area, would
the project conflict with applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quafity

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare wr ] ] ] X
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the
area?

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Thepipeline alignment extends alortighway49, Quartz Drive, Park Drive, Richardson Drive, and Joeger Road
within unincorporatedvesternPlacer CountyHighway49 is visually dominated by ttievelopedcommercial

land usesvith associated parkingts located along both sides ofthoad Thehighway variebetweertwo and

three lanes in each directiand generallglopes uphill as thenighwayextends to the mth. The landddirectly
adjacent to the highway include a mix of orrantal landscaping and disturbed lariise localroads are

dominated by their residentieharactemwith intermittent sidewalks and a mix of native and ornamental
landscapingExtendedstretche®f open space, particularly on Richardson Drive adjacent to Auburn Regional
Park occur along the pipeline alignmeRadway shoulder widths vary along theaitnhent with some areas
containing no shoulders anther areas having sufficient shoulder width to accommoatieleparking on both
sides of theoads Consistent with a residential area within an incorporated views along both sides of the
roadways include residential homes and driveways, electrical powerlines, a variety of fence types, traffic signage,
curbs and gutters, utility infrastructure, drainage culverts/canals, sloping terrain, and limited commercial uses.

DiscussionN
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

A scenic vista is defined as a viewpoint that provides expansive views of a highly lealdschpe for the benefit
of the general publidecause the pipeline would not be visible following its installation, it wouldlock
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views of any individual scenic vista and would not altentisaal character of the surrounding land uses.
Therefore, the project would hawe impact on scenic vistas.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

The project site is ndbcated within a state scenic highway and isuigible froma state scenic highway
AlthoughHighway49 in the project vicinity is an eligible State Scedighway, it is not officially designated as
such (Caltrans 2@®). Therefore theproposed projeaould haveno impact onthe scenic resources afstate
scenic highway.

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of
public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are
experienced from publicly accessible vantage points.) If the project is in an urbanized
area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing
scenic quality?

The proposedipeline would be located entirely underground following project construckinerefore, the
proposed projeatould not substantially degrade the existing visimracter or quality of thaipeline alignment
and its surroundings amb impact would occur.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

The project would not include any new smes of light or glare. Construction would occur during daylight hours
and there would be no need for nighttime lighthong the pipeline alignmerthereforeno impact on light or
glare would occur with project implementation
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3.2 AGRICULTURAL AND FOREST RESOURCES

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Less Than
Significantith
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

Potentially
Significant
Impact

No Impact

Agricultural and Forest Resources.

In determining whether impacts to agricultur@sources
are significant environmental effects, lead agencies m
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation anc
Site Assessment Model (1997, as updated) prepared
the California Department of Conservation as an optic
model to use in assésg impacts on agriculture and
farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest
resources, including timberland, are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to
information compiled by the California Department of
Forestry and FirePretc t i on r egar di n
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Ranc
Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessme
project; and forest carbon measurement methodology
provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California
Air Resource Board.

Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farm
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California
Resource#gency, to noragricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or i
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or causezoning
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Cod
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zone
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of for
land to noAforest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment,
which, due to their locatioar nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland to neagricultural use or
conversion of forest land to ndorest use?

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Thepipeline alignmenis locatedentirely withinpaved roadwayand disturbed roadway shouldeFge project
site does not include any agricultural land or forest land.

Douglas Environmental
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DISCUSSION

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

Thepipeline alignmenis locatedentirely withinpaved roadwayand disturbed roadway shouldarsd does not
includeland designated by the California Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMNPR)rees
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importémpéementation of theroposed project
would notresult in the conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Stdteyyaiéance,
and would not interfere with activities on Farmlanfserefore, there would b impacton Farmland.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract?

Thepipeline alignmenis locatedentirely withinpaved roadwayand disturbed roadway shouldarsd does not
include landzoned for agricultural uses and is not located on, or adjacent to, land that is currently under
Williamson Act contractTherefore, there would b® impact.

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code
section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

Thepipeline alignmenits locatedentirely withinpaved roadwayand disturbed roadway shouldersd does not
includeforest land or any land zoned for forest lafiderefore there would b&o impact.

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Thepipeline alignmenis locatedentirely withinpaved roadwayand disturbed roadway shouldarsd does not
includeany forest landTherefoe, implementation of theroposed projeatould not result in the loss of forest
land or the conversion of forest land to a4fiorest useThere wouldoeno impact.

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment, which, due to their location or nature,
could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

Thepipeline alignmenis locatedentirely withinpaved roadwayand disturbed roadway shouldersd does not
includeany components that wislicausethe conversion of farmland or forest lantherefore, there would breo
impact.
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3.3 AIR QUALITY

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificamtith Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant %/Iiti ation Significant No Impact
Impact 9 Impact
Incorporated
. Air Quality.

Where available, the significance criteria established |

the applicable air quality management or air pollution

control district may be relied on to make the following

determinations.

Would the project:

a) Conflict with orobstruct implementation of the ] ] ] X
applicable air quality plan?

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase ] ] X ]
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
nontattainment uder an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant ] ] X ]
concentrations?

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading tc ] ] X ]
odorg adverselyaffecting a substantial number of
people&

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

The project site is located in tisacramento Valley Air Basin (SVABvithin the jurisdiction of thé&lace
County Air Pollution Control District (PCAPCDRCAPCD adopts air quality rules and issues permits consistent
with County and state regulations.

The ambient concentrations of air pollutant emissions are determined by the amount of emissions released by
poll utant sources and the atmosphereds alblhatlaffecty t o t
transport and dilution includertain, wind, atmospheric stability, and the presence of sunlight. Therefore,

existing air quality conditions in the area are determined by such natural factors as topography, meteorology, and
climate, in addition to the amount of emissions released biirexar pollutant sourcess discussed separately

below.

Criteria Pollutants

Concentrations of the following air pollutants are used as indicators of ambient air quality conditions: ozone;
carbon monoxide; nitrogen dioxide; sulfur dioxide; respirabtefare particulate mattePMo (respirable

particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter of 10 micrometers or le®®Mapfine particulate matter with

an aerodynamic diameter of 2.5 micrometers or less); and lead. These pollutants are comnrenlyoete
Acriteria air pollutantso because they are the most
extensive documentation is available on health effects criteria for these pollutants.
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The largest source of criteria air pollutaimshe project vicinity would include any large roadways (e.g.,
Highway49). The nearesensitive receptors to the project site are the sifaghely residences locateadong both
sides of thanorthern portion of theipeline alignment.

Both the U.S. Evironmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the California Air Resources Board (ARB) designate

areas of the state as attainment, nonattainment, or
designation for an area signifies that pollutamtaamtrations did not violate the standard for that pollutant in that
area. A fAinonattainmento designation signifies that
occasions when a violation was caused by an exceptional event, asfidened i n t he criteri a.

designation signifies that data do not support either an attainment or nonattainment status. In addition, each
agency has several levels of classification used to further describe the severity of nonattainmesrtscdrati
instance, the ARB classifies nonattainment areas into moderate, serious, or severe air pollution categories, with
increasingly strict control requirements mandated for each.

Placer County has been designated nonattainment for the State antidgghthour ozone an8M; sstandard.
The County is designated attainment or unclassified for all atherent air quality standards

In addition to the thresholds of significance that many CEQA lead agencies derive from the environmental
checklist, PCAPCD identifies the following additional thresholds for projects implemented within Placer County.
The proposed project would result in agygtally significant impact on air quality if:

3 constructiongenerated criteria air pollutant or precursor emissions would exceed the PGaA&@ibmended
threshold of 82 pounds per day (Ib/day) for reactive organic gases (ROG), oxides of nitroggro(NO
particulate matter less than or equal to 10 microns in diametep)Riv

3 longterm operational (regional) criteria air pollutant or precursor emissions would exceed the PCAPCD
recommended threshold 85 Ib/day for ROG, NQ, PMo.

Toxic Air Contaminants

Air quality regulations also focus daxic air contaminantsT(ACs) or in federal parlangdazardous air

pollutants (HAPs)The EPA and ARB regulate HAPs and TACs, respectively, through statutes and regulations
that generally require the use of the maximar best available control technology for toxics (MACT and BACT)

to limit emissions. Thesé conjunction with additional rules set forth by E€APCD establish the regulatory
framework for TACsTo date, ARB has identified over 21 TACs dratadopted he EPAG6s | i st of
TACs. Most recently, diesel PM was added to the ARB list of TACs.

DiscussIoN
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

The PCAPCD attains and maintains air quality conditions in Placer Ctiuntygh a comprehensive program of
planning, regulation, enforcement, technical innovation, and promotion of the understanding of air quality issues.
The clean air strategy of the PCAPCD includes the preparation of plans for the attainment of antuahtyair
standards, adoption and enforcement of rules and regulations concerning sources of air pollution, and issuance of
permits for stationary sources of air pollution. The PCAPCD also inspects stationary sources of air pollution and
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responds to citizeoomplaints, monitors ambient air quality and meteorological conditions, and implements
programs and regulations. Air quality plans applicable to the proposed project are discussed below.

All projects are subject to PCAPCD rules and regulatiomdfect at the time of construction. Specific rules
applicable to the construction of the proposed project may include, but are not limited to:

1 Rule 202Visible Emissions.A person shall not discharge into the atmosphere from any single source of
emission vinatsoever any air contaminant for a period or periods aggregating mmotharée(3) minutes
in any ong1) hour which is A. As dark or darker in shade as that designated as number 1 on the
Ringelmann Chart, as published by the United States BureawnegMr B. Of such opacity as to
obscure an observer's view to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke described in Subsection (A)
above

1 Rule 205NuisancesA person shall nadischarge from any source whatsoestech quantities of air
contaminants ioother material which cause injugetriment, nuisance, or annoyancey considerable
number of persons @0 the public, or which endanger tbemfort, repose, health, or safetyasfy such
persons or the public, @rhich cause to have a naturahcency to cause injury or damagebtiasiness or

property.

1 Rule 217Cutback and Emulsified Asphalt Paving Materials.A person shall not manufacture for sale
nor use for paving, road construction or road maintenance any: rapid cure cutback asphalt; slow cure
cutback asphalt containing organic compounds which evaporate at 500°F or lower as determined by
current American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Method D402; medium cure cutback asphalt
except aprovided in Section 1;2r emulsified asphalt cortang organic compounds which evaporate
at 500°F or lower as determined by current ASTM Method D244, in excess of 3% by volume.

1 Rule 228Fugitive Dust:

1 Visible Emissions Not Allowed Beyond the Boundary LineA person shall not cause or allow the
emissionof fugitive dust from any active operation, open storage pile, or disturbed surface area
(including disturbance as a result of the raising and/or keeping of animals or by vehicle use), such that the
presence of such dust remains visible in the atmosplkgmb the boundary line of the emission source.

1 Visible Emissions from Active Operations:In addition to the requirements of Rule 202, Visible
Emissions, a person shall not cause or allow fugitive dust generated by active operations, an open storage
pile, or a disturbed surface area, such that the fugitive dust is of such opacity as toabstserver's
view to a degree equal to or greater than does smoke as dark or darker in shade as that designated as
number 2 on the Ringelmann Chart, as published by the United States Bureau of Mines.

1 Concentration Limit: A person shall not cause or all®;o levels to exceed 50 micrograms per cubic
me t e r 3) (24hgur amerage) when determined, by simultaneous sampling, as the difference between
upwind and downwind samples collected on higlume particulate matter samplers or other EPA
approved equisgdent method for PM monitoring.
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1 Track-Out onto Paved Public RoadwaysVisible roadway dust as a result of active operations, spillage
from transport trucks, and the traolgt of bulk material onto public paved roadways shall be minimized
and removed

- Thetrackout of bulk material onto public paved roadways as a result of operations, or erosion, shall
be minimized by the use of trackit and erosion control, minimization, and preventative measures,
and removed within one hour from adjacent streets sutérigaanytime traclout extends for a
cumulative distance of greater than 50 feet onto any paved public road during active operations

- All visible roadway dust tracked out upon public paved roadways as a result of active operations shall
be removed at theonclusion of each work day when active operations cease, or every 24 hours for
continuous operations. Wet sweeping or a High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA)ditépped
vacuum device shall be used for roadway dust removal

- Any material tracked outr carried by erosion, and cleanup water shall be prevented from entering
waterways or stormwater inlets as required to comply with water quality control requirements

1 Minimum Dust Control Requirements: The following dust mitigation measures are to bgdted at
the start and maintained throughout the duration of the construction or grading activity, including any
construction or grading for road construction or maintenance.

- Unpaved areas subject to vehicle traffic must be stabilized by being kepteatdtwith a chemical
dust suppressant, or covered.

- The speed of any vehicles and equipment traveling across unpaved areas must be no more than 15
miles per hour unless the road surface and surrounding area is sufficiently stabilized to prevent
vehicles ad equipment traveling more than 15 miles per hour from emitting dust exceeding
Ringelmann 2 or visible emissions from crossing the project boundary line.

- Storage piles and disturbed areas not subject to vehicular traffic must be stabilized by beirag, kept w
treated with a chemical dust suppressant, or covered when material is hot being added to or removed
from the pile.

- Prior to any ground disturbance, including grading, excavating, and land clearing, sufficient water
must be applied to the area to bdutised to prevent emitting dust exceeding Ringelmann 2 and to
minimize visible emissions from crossing the boundary line.

- Construction vehicles leaving the site shall be cleaned to prevent dust, silt, mud, and dirt, from being
released or tracked offsite.

- When wind speeds are high enough to result in dust emissions crossing the boundary line, despite the
application of dust mitigation measures, grading and earthmoving operations shall be suspended.

- No trucks are allowed to transport excavated materiadi@ffunless the trucks are maintained such
that no spillage can occur from holes or other openings in cargo compartments, and loads are either
covered with tarps; or wetted and loaded such that the material does not touch the front, back, or sides

Highway 49 Wastew&apacity Improvemerdgject Douglas Environmental
Placer County 311 Environmental Checklist



of the cago compartment at any point less than six inches from the top and that no point of the load
extends above the top of the cargo compartment.

1 Wind-Driven Fugitive Dust Control: A person shall take action(s), such as surface stabilization,
establishment of eegetative cover, or paving, to minimize widdven dust from inactive disturbed
surface areas.

1 Rule 50General Permit Requirements.Any person operating an article, machine, equipment or other
contrivance, the use of which may cawdaminate, reduce, or control the issuance of air contaminants,
shall first obtain a written permit from the Air Pollution Control Officer (APCQO). Stationary sources
subject to the requirements of Rule 507, Federal Operating Permit Program, must atsa oiblaiVv
permit pursuant to the requirements and procedures of that rule.

The proposed project would be required to comply with the local rules and requirements established by PCAPCD,
as described above, during all phases of constructionrésu#, the proposed project would not include any
development activities that would conflict with or obstruct implementation of any applicable air quality plan.
Thereforeg there wouldbeno impact.

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard?

Construction emissions are described as fAshort termn
a siquificant impact with respect to air quality, especially fugitive;P8ist emissions. Fugitive dust emissions

are primarily associated witoil excavation activitieand vary as a function of such parameters as soil silt

content, soil moisture, wind speextreage of disturbance area, and miles traveled by construction vehicles on

site and offsite. ROG and N©@emissions are primarily associated with gas and diesel equipment exhaust and the
application of architectural coatings.

Constructiorassociated wth pipelineinstallation activitiesvould result in the temporary generation of ROG,

NOx, and PMy emissions from construction equipment during site preparation, the application of asphalt
overlays, cleanup and other miscellaneous construction actigtidgrom material transport to the site and
construction worker commute trips. Tlienchingnecessary to install th@pelinewithin the roadways would

also generate PMemissions through the initial soil excavation, wind disturbance of soil stoclquildshe

backfilling of the soil in the trench following thepelineinstallation. The total area of soil disturbance associated
with construction activities is not anticipated to exceed a maximum of one acre on any given day. Based on this
assumption, thestimated daily volume of ROG, NOPMo and CO emissions from construction activities has

been identified in Tablel. The project would not be expected to generate emissions during operation of the
pipeline

The PCAPCDconstruction emissiosignificance thresholds are not anticipated to be excedthedefore, the

project would notesult in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project
region isdesignated ason-attainment under an applicable fealesr state ambient air quality standafthis

impact would béess than significant
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Table 1
Estimated Maximum Daily Short-term Construction-Generated Emissions

Source (IE/(gaGy) (|l')\}C(J);ly) (|E/Zi§y) (Ib(/:c(i)ay)
Total UnmitigatedConstruction Emissiofs 5 51.6 3.1 23.25
PCAPCD Significance Threshold 82 82 82 550
Exceed Threshold? No No No No

1 Emissions estimates based on CalEEMod computer modeling and assuming a maximum total disturbance area per day of less than one
acre.

Source: Data calculated by Douglas Environmental 2023.

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Construction activities along the pipeline alignmentld result in shosterm emissions of diesel exhaust from
onsite heavyduty constructiorequipment. Particulate exhaust emitted from diasaled engines (diesel PM)

was identified as a TAC Ithe California Air Resources Boairl 1998. The dose to wtti receptors are exposed

(a function of construction and duration of exposure) is a primary factor used to determine healgh, risk (
potential exposure to TAC emission levels that exceed applicable standards). Dose is positively correlated with
time, maning that a longer exposure period would result in a higher exposure level for the maximally exposed
individual. Thus, the risks estimated for a maximally exposed individual are higher if a fixed exposure occurs
over a longer period of time.

According tothe state Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), health risk assessments,
which determine the exposure of sensitive receptors to TAC emissions, should be ba3&g&sr &xposure

period; however, such assessments should be limitde fperiod/duration of activities associated with the

project. In addition, since diesel PM is known to be highly dispersive, emissions would diffuse rapidly from the
source, thus resulting in lower concentrations to which receptors could be exposetbethuse the use of
mobilized equipment would be temporakgss thariwo perceniof the exposure period) and would combine with
the dispersive properties of diesel PM, stierin construction activities would not result in exposure of sensitive
receptorgo substantial pollutant concentratiofitierefore, this impaatiould beless than significant

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a
substantial number of people?

Projectimplementatiorwould include theapplication of asphalt following pipe installation and refilling of the
exposed trench with soil. The smell of hot asphalt can be objectionable to some people. However, the application
would be within a relatively small area and would not be expectecherage odors that would affect a

substantial number of peoplEhereforethis impact would béess than significant
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3.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

. Less Than
Potentially Significant wit Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant %/Iiti ation Siqnificant No Impact
Impact | 9 Impact
ncorporated

IV. Biological ResourcediNould the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or Ol ] ] X
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or spestalus
species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department oftFis
andWildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian Ol ] ] X
halitat or other sensitive natural community identifie
in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations or
the California Department of Fish akidldlife or the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally ] ] ] X
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,
marsh, vernal pool, coastelc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any Ol ] U] X
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species «
with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of natiwildlife nursery
sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances ] ] ] X
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat ] ] ] X
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservati
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state hat
conservation plan?

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Sensitive biological resources include species and habitats that are protected by federallost@iteesource
conservation agencies and organizations. Within California, spstatals plant and wildlife species are generally
defined as those species that are legally protected or otherwise considered sensitive by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service USFWS), California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and California Native Plant Society
(CNPS). This includes species covered under the federal and California Endangered Spgthessact

designated as species of concern by USFWS, aG@)BYV, andthose identified in the CNPS Inventory of Rare

and Endangered Vascular Plants in Califarnia

Sensitive habitats include sensitive natural communities designat@ldmy and listed in the California Natural
Diversity Database, as well as wetlands androilaers of the United States subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and lakes, rivers, and streams subject to jurisdiidiev of
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Due to t he prwihingpaveddoadwaysnd disturbedmoadway shoalg the project site does not
include any sensitive biological resources or sensitive habitats.

Typical non-native annualegetation dent i fi ed al ong t heinclpdesospftectiessbs r oadyv
(Bromus hordeacedsripgut brome Bromusdiandrug, wild oats Avena fatu medusahead @eniatherum
caputmedusag and nomnative forbs such as rose clové&rifolium hirtum), rush skeletonweedfondrilla

junceg, and yellow stathistle Centaurea solstitialis Typical tree species linindgpé roadways include blue oak
(Quercus doglas)i black oak Quercus kelloggji valley oak Quercus lobata white alder Alnus rhombifolia,

and madroneArbutus menziegiiNon-native landscape vegetation is also located along the pipeline route.

Two creeks cross the pipeline alignmémtluding Rock Creek and a small tributary to Rock Cr&ack Creek
flows westunder the Richardson Driveegment of the pipeline alignmégudirectly south of Dry CreeRoad)
through two 9éinch corrugated metal pipeRock Creek continues north fry Creek which flows west into
CoonCreek the East Side Canal and tiiross Canabefore flowinginto the Sacramento River near Verona.

Thesmall tributary to Rck Creekoriginatesirom the stormwater collection system for the commercial and
residentialareawest ofHighway 49 near Bell RoadStormwatemvithin this developed ardws into aconcrete
pipethat traverses under the parkingddiCafé Delcias at 3031 Grass Valley Higvay, Auburn Stormwater
flows easffrom this pipeinto a20-foot-long ditch that entera 6Ginch concretepipethatcontinuesastunder the
highway This60-inch concrete pip&s locatedbetween Education Street and Bell Ro@d the east side of
Highway49 thisdrainagehasa definedoed andankas itcontinues nortlthrough a vegetated area for
approximatelyhalf a mileuntil it flows into Rock Creek.

DiscussION

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Thepipeline alignment is located entirely within thaved roadwayand disturbed roadway shouldefs

Highway49 and several local roadwaysheright-of-way areas of these roadways wlat contain haitat for any

species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or spataials species in local or regional plans, policies or
regulationsAs di scussed in further dethaprojectalignmenecegstovcn s e t o
creeks one that pssesinderRichardson Drive and one that passes uhiilgihhway 49. However,no habitat

within these creekaould be disturbedvith project implementatiorTherefore, poject implementatiomvould not
adversely affect any species either directly or throwdiitht modificationsThere would b&o impact.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

The ppeline alignmentloes not contain any riparian habitat or sensitive natural communities as identified by the
California Department of Fish amlildlife or theUSFWS As discussed abovéd)e poject alignment crogstwo
creeksncluding Rock Creekwhich passes under Richardson Drisadan unnamed tributary to Rock Creek

which passes undefdighway49. Rock Creek flows through two 96c¢ch corrugated metal pipesd the

Highway 49 Wastew&apacity Improvemerdgject Douglas Environmental
Placer County 315 Environmental Checklist



wastewater pipeline is planned to be installed approximately 12 feet below theservgaited metal pipes using
horizontal directional drillingThrough this drilling process, a hole of approximately the size of the wastewater
pipe to be installed would be drilled under toerugated metal pipes attte wastewatepipe would be pulled
through the holewith the use of horizontal directional drillingp surface excavation would be necessary within
the drainage culverts and no disturbance tathemage would be anticipatebfherefore, no disturbance to the
two corugated metal pipes to any other portion of Rock Crewlould occur with projectonstruction.

For the tributary to Rock Creek that passes throughiaddOconcrete pipe undetighway49, a short segment

(4- to 5feet wide)of the pipe would be cuturing the trenching activitieshe wastewater pipe would be installed,
and thecut segment of the concrete pipe would be replagéu a new pipe segmerBecause construction would
occur during the summer months, stormwater is expected to be flowing unégghway 49 through th&0-inch
concrete pipe. However, if any flows are present within this pif&; & 18inch temporary PVC bypass pipe
would be installed to capture these flows and dithentn pasthe cut pipe segmerfandbags would be plactd
direct flows through the bypass pipe while blocking fldwsn entering the trenclnce the new wastewater
pipeline is installedthe concretgipe would be repairedhe bypass pipe would be remowd flows would
continue in the repaired pip€he wasewater pipeline is proposed to be installed approximately one foot below
the 60inch concrete pipélhe removal and repair of ti&@-inch concrete pipeould be limited to a couple of
days. Becausenyflows within the tribuery to Rock Creekluring the ammerwould be maintained throughout
the construction perioaho disruption of flow would occur ithis drainageFor both of these drainages, no
riparian habitabr other sensitiveaturalcommunitiesvould bedisturked because all of the construction
actvities would occumundergroundThereforeno adverse effesbn riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
communities would occuandthere would beno impact.

C) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

As discussed in response to question b) above, the pipeline alignment tvossestingcreeks However, all
disturbance within th vicinity of these drainages would occur undergrotfiith the use of horizontal directional
drilling, the pipeline would be installeghproximately 1Zeet undeiRock Creelkandno surface disturbance

would occur For the tributary to Rock Creekhe progct would include removing and replaciagmall sectionof

the 60inch concrete pipwithin the roadwayndinstalling the new wastewater pipeline within an excavated area
under thepipe If any summer flows are present within this tributary, theyld be maintainebly directing them
througha bypass pipduring thewastewater pipe placement atwhcrete pipeepairs.The wastewater pipeline
installationwould not result in the direct removal, filling or hydrological interruption of tederally-protected
wetlandsand trerewould beno impact.

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

As discussed in response to question b) above, the pipeline alignment twosseastingcreeks With the use of
horizontal directional drilling, the pipeline would be installed approximately 12 feet under Rock Creek and
surface digirbance would occur. For the tributary to Rock Creek, the project would include removing and

replacing a small section of the-8ich concrete pipe within the roadway and installing the new wastewater

pipeline within an excavated area under the pipenyfsummer flows are present within this tributary, they
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would be maintained by directing them through a bypass pipe during the wastewater pipe placement and concrete
pipe repairsHowever, because this drainagmnsists of concrete stormwater infrastruetwithin the area

affected by the projecit is not considerelabitat for any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife spedies

addition, the project site is not located within a migratory wildlife corridonahicle trafficcurrentlylimits

wildlife movementFor these reasons, projetiplementatiorwould not nterferesubstantiallywith the

movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridas, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sitégerdore, trerewould beno

impact.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Thepipeline alignment is locatl entirely within the roadwagnd shoulderight-of-way and would not result in
the removal of any trees or any othé@slogicalresources and the project would not conflict veitty local
policies or ordinances protecting biological resour¢ésrefore therewould beno impact.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

Theproject site is located withitihe boundarie of Placer Legacy, which is a Countywide open space and habitat
protection progranPlacer Legacys acombinedHabitat Conservation PlaandNatural Community

Conservation Plafor Placer CountyHowever, because the proposed project would not include any physical
habitat impacts, the project would not conflict with the provisions of the Placer Legacy prdgexefore, there
would beno impact.
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3.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificamtith Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant %/Iiti ation Significant No Impact
Impact 9 Impact
Incorporated
V. Cultural ResourcedVould the project:

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significi ] X ] ]
of a historical resourcgursuant tdSection 15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the signific: ] X ] []
of an archaeological resource pursuant to Section
15064.5?

c¢) Disturb any human remains, including those interre ] X ] []

outside offormal cemeteries?

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Theprojectarea and the surrounding region are known to contain numerous remains associated with early Native
American occupation and historgca activities. Ethnographically, the project area is situated within the

traditional territory of théNisenan (sometimegferred to as the Southern MaidBjior to Europea\merican

contact, Nisenan territory included the southern extent of the Sacramento Valley, east of the Sacramento River
between the North Fork Yuba River and Cosumnes Rivers on the north and southivedgpand extended east

into the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Rangeide from early Spanish explorers and probable trappers and

traders from the Hudson Bay Company, the Sierra Nevada foothill region and Sacramento Valleys were virtually
unsettled byeuro-Americans prior to the Gold Rush.

A wave of gold seekers descended upon California and the foothill and mountain regions of the Sierra Nevada
following the discovery of gold at Coloma on the South Fork American River in January of 1848. Apahdrom t
Auburnar eabds prominence as a mining support center dur
arrival of the Central Pacific Railroad in 1864 (part of the Transcontinental Railroad as of 1869) in Junction
(subsequently known as Rocklin) eséd in a series of historéra developments where transportation became

the dominant historiera theme of the region.

Historic and Unique Archaeological Resources

Under CEQA, historical resources and diparhaftjeue ar chae
environment (Public Resources Code Sections 21001(b), 21083.2, 21084(e), 21108292, the Public

Resources Code was amended as it affects historical resources. The amendments included creation of the
California Register of Historical Resources (Public Resources Code Sections 5020.4, 5024.1 and 5024.6).

The California Register isnaauthoritative listing and guide for state and local agencies and private groups and
citizens in identifying historical resources. This listing and guide indicate which resources should be protected
from substantial adverse change.

Under CEQA GuidelineSecti on 15064.5, an fdhistorical resour cec
determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission for listing in, the California Register of
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Historical Resource€CRHRY); (2) a resource listed in a log&lgister of historical resources or identified in a

historical resource survey meeting the requirements in Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code; and (3)
any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript that a leaddagermaines is historically
significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social,
political, military, or cultural annals of California, provided the determination is supported by substadgealce

in |Ilight of the whole record; or a resource deter mi
Resources Code Sections 5020.1(j) or 5023¢herally, a resource shall be considered to be historically

significant by the lead agey if the resource meets the criteria for listing on the CRHR. The criteria are as

follows:

(A) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
Californiabs history and cul tur al heritage.

(B) Is associated wh the lives of persons important in our past.

(C) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or
represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high artistic values.

(D) Has yielakd, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

CEQA is also concerned with effects of a project on
meets the definition of a unique archaeological resource (FRtiources Code Section 21083.2), then the site

must be treated in accordance with the special provisions for such resources, which include time and cost

Il imitations for implementing mitigation. ficAllni que ar
artifact, object, or site about which it can be clearly demonstrated that, without merely adding to the current body
of knowledge, there is a high probability that it meets the following criteria:

1 Contains information needed to answer important séienésearch questions and that there is a
demonstrable public interest in that information.

1 Has a special and particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or the best available example of its
type.

1 Is directly associated with a scientificatlycognized important prehistoric or historic event or person.
[ Public Resources Code Section 21083.2 (g)]o

If it can be demonstrated that a project will cause damage to a unique archaeological resource, the lead agency
may require reasonable efforts torbade to permit any or all of these resources to be preserved in place or left in
an undisturbed state. Examples of that treatment are described in the code. To the extent that unique
archaeological resources are not preserved in place or left in an tetisstate, mitigation measures shall be
required as provided in the code. The code also places limitations on the extent, cost and timing of mitigation
measures that can be required by the lead agency.

Cultural Resourcednvestigation
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Natural Investigatinos Company, Inc. (Natural Investigations) was retained to conduct cultural resource
investigations for th@roposedpipelinealignment The investigations included a records search conducted by the
North Central Information Center (NCIC) at SacramentoeStativersity, a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search
conducted by the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), a search of the University of California
Museum of Paleontology (UCMP) database and paleontological sensitivity analysis, geoarchaeological/sensitiv
analyses, pedestrian survey of fnejectarea (i.e., the alignment of the approximat2®;400-foot long force

main), a ground penetrating radar survey of a culturally sensitive area (i.e., the reported location3¥ site P
1744) identified by the Ative American community, and completion of a report documenting the results of
investigations for theroject(Natural Investigation2023).

The NCIC records search and pedestrian survey fgrtject identified ten previous cultural resoursesveys
and six previously recorded cultural resouricethe project areérable 2)

Table 2
Previously Recorded Sites in the Project Area
Primary No. (P-31-) Brief Description Recorded By and Year (most recent)

001109 Lower Wise Canalgontributing element of the

PG&E Drum Spaulding Project Historic District PAR Environmental Services, Inc. 2009
001240 Southern Pacific Railroad Denise Jurich and Jesse Martinez 2007
001744 Indigenous (prehistorighidden and bedrock

mortar A. Peak and T. Weber 1976
001763 Historic foundations PAR Environmental Services, Inc. 2010
001814 Historic Oak Ridge Farms Fred Bergold and Donna Howdl®90

Leslie Sakowicz and Juilianne Polanco
2022

005728 PG&E Drum Spaulding Project Historic District

Source: Natural Investigations 2023.

For the sixpreviously recorded cultural resources identified in Tab&it2, R31-1109 is the Lower Wise Canal

that is a contributing element of the PG&E Dr@paulding Project Historic Distri¢P-31-5729. Site R31-1109

and R31-5728 are eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the California Refgiste
Historical Resources (CRHR). Site3R-1240 is the alignment of the Union Pacific Railroad that includes an
overcrossing along Highway 49 in theoject areaSites P31-1744, P31-1763, and FB1-1814 were not located

and appear to be destroyed by coencial and residential developments. Sitexlf240, P31-1744, P31-1763,

and R31-1814 do not meet the eligibility criteria for consideration as historic properties or unique archaeological
resources and ould not beaffected byprojectconstruction. es R31-1109 and F81-5728 are eligible for the

CRHR, but vould not beaffected byprojectconstruction.

Natural Investigations requested a Sacred Lands File search from the Native American Heritage Commission and
received the results on June 9, 2023e Tesults of th&acred Lands Filsearch were positive

The NAHC also provided contact information for tribal members and organizations affiliated with the region.
Natural Investigations sent letters and maps to all tribal contacts included on thellSAGICIune 12, 2023
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informing them of theroject and requesting any information regardingpfogect area that they would be
willing to share. If no response was received, folguvphone calls were made on June 27, 2023. No responses
have been receiderom any of the tribal contactgher than the United Aubutndian Community(UAIC).

Upon receiving notice about the project from the Coud®iC requestedo consult with theCounty regarding
the projectos pot e nresowcesorsikténewith tise reguirentemtsi obAsdembty Bill 32u r a |
This consultatioris discussed in Section 3.18ribal Cultural Resources.

Field Investigation

An intensive pedestrian survey of thject areavas conducted by Natural Investigations oayM.8, 2023
using transects spaced no greater ttEameters apart. Surface visibility acrossghaect areararied from good
(25-50%) in and near shoulders of roadways to pod@Sb) in other areas due to dense grasses and paved
surfaces.

The pedestriasurvey inspected th@oject aredor cultural material (e.g., flaked stone tools, towking debris,
stone milling tools, and firaffected rock), soil discoloration that might indicate the presence of midden, soll
depressions and features indicativéhe former presence of structures or buildings (e.g., postholes and
foundations), or historiera debris (e.g., metal, glass, and ceramics). A digital camera was used to take
photographs of thetudy area, a Munsell® Soil Color Chantasused to recordal color, and a handheld BE
3300GPS global positioning system (GPS) unit with-subter accuracwasused to record locational data

Field Investigation Findings

The pedestrian surface survey of eject arealid not identify any nevwprehistoric cultural resources

indigenous resources/belongin@sy., sites or isolated artifacte)y any indication of buried deposits of cultural
resourceshut did identifya new historic site, NI€2023Auburn-01that is Highway 49ln evaluatingsite P-31-
001744 theground penetrating radaurvey did not identify any burials or any evidence to indicate the presence
of buried deposits of cultural resourcBased on this survey,dippears that site-B1-001744 is destroyedbut it

is uncertain if tle site is misplotted by the NCIC or has any subsurface components not visible due to the
development in the area

NIC-2023Auburn01, Highway 49, is not associated with the California Gold Rush or gold mining or any other
significant period in regional aalifornia history. Indeed, Highway 49 was created in 1934 as the result of the
Mother Lode Highway Association seeking a means to commemorate the Gold Rush. Consequently, Highway 49
does not appear to meet Criterion A for inclusion on the CRHR. ste is part of the state highway system that

is constructed and maintained by Caltrans. The engineer responsible for the design of Highway 49 is unknown
and it is not associated with any other significant individuals, particularly in the context of the biigtmyway
design and construction in the region. Consequethily ste does not appear to meet Criterion B for inclusion on
the CRHRThis ste does not exhibit any unique characteristics of construction or design. Indeed, Highway 49 is
similar to othe roadways in the area and across California. Consequtiigigjte does not appear to meet

Criterion C for inclusion on the CRHRhis ste does not possess the ability to yield any information important in
history. Highway 49 does not represent anyjuaifeatures of design or construction and is not associated with a
significant period in history or historically important individual(s). It appears that recording the site and existing
documentation (e.g., Hornor and Hornor 2007) regarding Highway 48hartidwns associated with it has
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exhausted its research potential. Consequentysitie does not appear to meet Criterion D for inclusion on the
CRHR. In addition, the segment of Highway 49 inpheject areand most of its alignment have been a#ect

by road maintenance, safety improvements, and overall development (e.g., construction of commercial and
residential developments) of the areas bordering the highway. Consequénsigethenerally retains integrity of
location, but lacks integrity afesign, materials, workmanship, feeling, setting, and association (e.g., Highway 49
in theproject areas well maintained and varies from four to six lanes with center turn lanes). Therefore, NIC
2023 Auburn01 does not appear to meet tireria for consideration as an historical resource or unique
archaeological resource pursuant to CEQA and is not eligible for the CRHR.

Potential for Buried Archaeological Deposits

Theproject areaonsists of Mesozoiaged (252 to 66 ition years agd metavolcanic and ultramafic rocks
(Gutierrez 2011; Jennings et al. 2010) and Auburn series soils that typically date to the Pleistocene (2.6 million
years ago to 11,500 years ago) (USRRCS 2@3). These geologic formations and soils predate human
occupatbn of theproject aredor buried cultural deposit€€onsequently, the potential for the discovery of intact
deeplyburied archaeological depositaring projecimplementation is low (Meyer and Rosenthal 2008)

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant
to Section 15064.5?

During thepedestrian survegonducted to assess whether the project would cause any adverse changes to historic
or archaeological resourcgweviously identifiecsites P31-001744, P31-001763, and 1-001814were not

located It appears these sitagy have beedestroyed by commercial and residential developments. Sife P
001240 is a branch of the Union Pacific Railroad that crossedigfeway 49 and would not baffected bythe
installation of the wastewater pipeline under the highwag. R31-001109 is the Lower Wise Canal that is a
contributing element to site 1-005728, the PG&E Drum Spaulding Project Historic District that is eligible for
the NRHP and the CRHR. Thewer Wise Canal passes under Highway 49 angtbposed wastewater

pipeline wouldbe installedvith horizontaldirectionaldrilling under the canal. Consequently, preject sites

within boundaries of sites-81-001109 and £31-005728 but constructiorf the project would noaffect these

sites or any of thieelementghat contribute to their eligibility for inclusion on the CRHR. Site NA@3

Auburn-01, Highway 49, does not meet the eligibility criteria for consideration as an historical resournicpier u
archaeological resource and is not eligible for the CRHRrefore, the project would have no effect on this site.
Based on the results of cultural resources investigatibagroposed projegtould not cause a substantial

adverse change in thasificance of &nownhistorical resourgehowever, while unlikely as described above, it

is possible that a previously undiscovecettural resourcéhat could be determined to meet resource criteria may
be disturbed during project work; this would besidered gotentially significant impact.

Mitigation Measure CUL

Thefollowing mitigation measures shall be implemented dupraject construction activities

1 If potentialhistoricresourcesre uncovered during any-gite construction activities,lakork must
immediately stop in the area. Work shadluse within 100 feadf the find or a lesser distance depending
upon the type of discovery, regardlesswietherthe construction is being actively monitored. Any
potential reduction in distance between find and work shall be agreed upon by Department of Public
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Works staff and the project archaeologisillowing discoveryand prior to resuming worlkthe County
shallconsult with an appropriatelyualified archaeologist to determine if ghetentialhistoricresource

meets the criteria for listing on the CRHIRthe archaeologist determines that the historic resource meets

the criteria for listing, the County shatif | ow t he Secretary of the 1 nter
of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing

Hi storic Buildings or the Secretaryidelifesforhe | nter
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (1995), per CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b)(3).

The implementation of th mitigation measure would reduce this impadess than significant with mitigation
incorporated.

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to Section 15064.5?

As discussed in response to question a) altbeeotential for the discovery of intadeeplyburied
archaeological deposits during project implementation isaloglarchaeological resources anmalikely to be
located along the pipelir®ignment However, therés always the possibility that archaeological resources are
located within the soils underlying theadwaysand thatrenchingactivities could damage or destrhyese
previously undiscoverearchaeological resourcekhe disturbance of archaeologicasoerces during project
constructionwould be consideredpotentially significant impact. The implementation of Mitigation Measures
TCR-1, TCR2 and TCR3 identifiedin Section 3.18 Tribal Cultural Resourcdselow would reduce this impact
to less than gjnificant with mitigation incorporated .

c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries?

Based on thsite surveytheground penetrating radamsey, andprior sitedisturbance associated withadway
constructionnointerredhuman remains amxpected to bocatedalong the pipeline alignmeriiowever, there
is always the possibility th&iuman remainare locatedindertheroadwaysand thatrenchingactivities caild
damage or destrgyreviouslyundiscovered human remaiffde disturbance of human remains during project
construction would be consideregatentially significant impact.

Mitigation Measure CAL

The following mitigation measuresahbe implementeduring project construction activities

1 If articulated or disarticulated human remains are discovered during construction activities, all work shall
cease withn 100 feet of the find and the County Coroner shall be contacted immedipely.
determinatiorby the County Coroner that the find is Native American in origin, the Native American
Heritage Commission will be contacted and will assign the Most Likely Descendent who will work with
the project proponent to define appropriate treatment and dispaditioa burialsFollowing a review of
the find and consultation with the Native American Tribe and appropriate experts, if necessary, the
authority to proceed may be accompanied by the addition of development requirements or special
conditionsthatprovide for protection of the site and/or additional measures necessary to address the
unique or sensitive nature of the site. Work in the area of the cultural resource discovery may only
proceed after authorization is granted by the Placer County Departnieutilaf Works, Environmental
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Engineering Division following coordination with tribal representatives and cultural resource experts, if
necessary, as appropriate.

The implementation of these mitigation measures would reduce this impessttean significant with
mitigation incorporated.
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3.6 ENERGY

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificamtith Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant %/Iiti ation Significant No Impact
Impact | 9 Impact
ncorporated

V1. Energy Would the project:

a) Result in potentiallsignificant environmental impac ] U] U] X
due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources, during project
construction or operatidh

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for ] ] ] X
renewable energy or energy efficieflicy

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Electrical energy iprovided by Peific Gas& Electric Companyand Pioneer Community Energythin the
SMD 1 service area andusedto pump wastewater through tbenveyanceystem

a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or
operation?

Theproposed pipeline would be installed using construction techniques that are consistent with industry standards
and that would not be considered wasteful, inefficientequiring the unnecessary consumption of energy
resourceskollowing construction, thenergy demand associated with gifgeline operations woulslightly

increaseas the additionalastewater flow accommodated by the project are puntbesugh thesystem.

However, because the proposed improvements are intended to easwadtewateflows do not back up within

the systemresulting in potential surfaspills, theuse of thisadditional éectricity for pumping operations would

be considered necearyto protect public healtilherefore, there would b® impact.

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

Theproposed project includes tivestallation of avastewatepipeline withinexisting roadway riglstof-way.
Theinstallationand operatiomwf this pipeline would not conflict with or obstruct any state or local plan for
renewable energy or energy efficientherefore, there would beo impact.
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3.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS

. Less Than
Potentially Significant wit Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant %/Iiti ation Significant No Impact
Impact | 9 Impact
ncorporated

VIl.Geology and SoilsNould the project:

a) Directly or indirectly causpotential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving

i)  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as ] ] ] X
delineated on the most recent Alqgtifsiolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the Sti
Geologist forthe area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? (Refer t
California Geological Survey Special Publicatio
42))

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? ] ] ] X
i) Seismierelated ground failure, including ] ] ] X
liquefaction?
iv) Landslides? ] ] ] X
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of tops: ] X ] ]
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable Ol ] U] X
or that would become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in oar off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidenicgiefaction,
or collapse?
d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 1 ] ] ] X
1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994, as update(
creating substantialirect or indirectisks to life or
property?
€) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the | Ol ] ] X

of septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal
systems where sewers are not available for the
disposal of waste water?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontologic ] ] ] X
resource or site or unique geologic feature

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Geology

The project site is located in the Loomis Basin, which is situated in the western foothills of the Sierra Nevada
Range. The Sierra Nevada is a large fault block composed of granitic and metamorphic rocks tilted gently from
the summit near Donner Lake taettvest, where the block dips under sedimentary and alluvial units of the
Sacramento Valley.
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A review of recent geologic mapping published by the California Geological Survey (CGS) and USGS (Gutierrez
2011; Jennings et al. 2010) indicates thatpifegectareais underlain by Mesozoiaged (252 to 66 million years
agog metavolcanic and ultramafic rocks.

Soils

The Soil Survey Geographic Database (SSURGO) database maintained by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) indicates thedjdut area

primarily consists of Auburn Series soils, but alsdudes areas of placer diggings and cut and fill (USDA

NRCS 2023). Auburn Series soils are Inceptisols that typically date to the Late Pleistocenel2500§ears

ago), only exhibit minimal development, do not exhibit horizons, and are typical otégedsthat are active (i.e.,
where erosional processes are active and where sediments are or were recently depositeROS899).

In addition, Inceptisols are derived from the erosion and deposition of Entisols. Entisols are soils that are not fully
developed or weakly expressed because they are too young, erosion has removed material faster than soil can
develop, or new material is added faster than soil develops (Rapp and Hill 1998)

Seismicity

The major regional geologic feature in the project @¢lae Foothills Fault System, a major zone of faulting in

the basement rock in the western Sierra Nevada. The fault system extends from the Melones Fault Zone on the
east to the westernmost exposure of metamorphic rocks west of the Bear Mountain r@ultése faults are

not considered to be active and the relative risk of earthquakes in this region is considered to be lower than in
other areas of the State

The Fault Activity Map of California and Adjacent Aredees not identiffHolocene and/or Lat®uaternary age
faults (displacement within the last 700,000 years) withiadpecent to theipelinealignment.The alignment
does not lie within or adjacent to an AlqiiBtiolo Earthquake Fault Zan(California Department of
Conservation 2023

Liguefaction

Liquefaction is a phenomenon where loose, saturateecotoesive soils such as silts, sands, and gravels undergo

a sudden loss of strength during earthquake shaldimger certain circumstances, seismic ground shaking can
temporarilytransform an otherwise solid, granular material to a fluid state. Liquefaction is a serious hazard
because buildings in areas that experience liquefaction may suddenly subside and suffer major structural damage.
Liguefaction is most often triggered by sais shaking, but it can also be caused by improper grading, landslides,

or other factors. In dry soils, seismic shaking may cause soil to consolidate rather than flow, a process known as
densification.

Paleontological Resources

Fossil remains of prehistoric plant and animal life could be found in the sedimentary rocks and volcanic rock
sedimentary materials that are present throughout Placer County. Sediments associated with the Mehrten
Formation in the Roseville area have bemmfl to contain fossils of terrestrial vertebrates. Fossilized animal
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remains also may be present in caves associated with the limestone geology that can be found in the central part
of the Sierra Nevada foothills.

A review of recent geologic mapping pighled by the California Geological Survey (CGS) and USGS (Gutierrez
2011; Jennings et al. 2010) indicates thaftfugect areas underlain by Mesozoiaged (252 to 66 million years
ago metavolcanic and ultramafic rocks. In addition, due to the highdsatyre/high pressure processes involved
in the formation of these rock, this material has little potential to contain significant paleontological resources
(Society for Vertebrate Paleontolog910).

DiscussIoN

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of
loss, injury, or death involving:

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a known fault? (Refer to California Geological Survey
Special Publication 42.)

Surface rupture is an actual cracking or breaking of the ground along a fault during an earthquake. Structures built
over an active fault can be mapart if the ground ruptures. Surface rupture along faults is generally limited to a
linear zone a few meters wide. The Algtistolo Act was created to prohibit the location of structures designed

for human occupancy across the traces of active faéuétseby reducing the loss of life and property from an
earthquakeNo Alquist Priolo zones have been establisingtie project ara(California Department of

Conservation 2023 herefore, ground rupture due to faulting is considered unlédelyg the peline alignment

and there isi0 impact.

i) Strong seismic ground shaking?

Ground shaking occurs as a result of energy released during fawltiiety,could potentially result in the damage
or collapse of buildings and other structudepending on the magnitude of the earthquake, the location of the
epicenter, and the character and duration of the ground motion.

The foothills of the Sierra Nevada are characterizecklafively low risk of seismic activityData compiled

between 1808 &h1987 show that only 15 earthquakes betwemadmum moment magnitude (M) 3.0 and M

4.0 (on the Richter scale) were recorded alond-tiahills Fault System between Mariposa and Oroville. Four
notable historical earthquakes have been reported in theenoiSierra Nevada. Three seem to have been
associated with the northern portion of the Melones Fault Zone near Downieville. The fourth was the M 5.7
Oroville earthquake cAugust 1, 1975located abous0 miles north othe propose project(EDAW/AECOM

2009). Due to the relatively low risk of seismic activity in the local area, the project would not be expected to be
exposed to significant seismic ground shakifigerefore strong seismic ground shakirggconsidered unlikely

along the pipeline alignmeand there isi0 impact

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

Theprimary factors in determining liquefaction potential are soil type, the level and duration of seismic ground
motions, and the depth to groundwater. Sandy, looseyaamgolidated soils are susceptible to liquefaction
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hazards. Liquefaction and other seismicaéliguced forms of ground movement have historically occurred
throughout California during major earthquake events. These phenomena generally consist oolatenaht)

flow, or vertical settlement of saturated, unconsolidated soil in response to strong ground motion. Due to the
limited seismic activity in the project area and the fact that the project does not include any substantial building
structures, the ppwsed project would not be adversely affected by liquefaction. Therséisejicrelated

ground failureis considered unlikelglong the pipeline alignmeand there isi0 impact.

iv) Landslides?

Theproposed project would not include components that dvoohtribute to landsliding in the local area because
the facilities would be located under existing paved roadaagiglisturbed roadway shouldefhiereforepeople
and structures would not be exposeddverse effects fromahdslidesandno impact would occur.

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Constructiorof the proposed project would include the excavation of soil from the pipeline trench and the
replacement of that sgidnd potentially some imported soil,time trench. During these trenching activities, the
excavatedoils would be exposed to wind and water erosion that could transport sediments into local drainages.
These contaminant sources could degrade the water quality of receiving water bodies, potstiaig in a

violation of water quality standardghis would be consideredptentially significant impact. Mitigation

measures have been identified under the Hydrology and Water Qu&fay section below that would ensure soil
erosion from projecconstruction activities is appropriately controlled. With implementation of the identified
mitigation measures, this impact wolld consideretéssthan significant with mitigation incorporated .

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse?

The proposed projegiould be installed under existing paved roadways. When the rgadwexe originally
constructed, the underlying soils were compacted, graded and paved to ensure theimtgbility. The
proposé project would not include any components or characteristics that would undermine the roadways
inherent stability. Therefe, the proposed project would not be located on unstable soil or geologic units and
would not cause the roadways to become unstahlerewould beno impact.

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
(1994, as updated), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

Expansive soils, also known as shrswell soils, refer to the potentiaf soil to expand when wet and contract
when dry . After thewastewatepipelineis placed within the trench, the trench would be backfilled with material
that supports the loaggrm structural integrity of the pipe. The pipe would not be exposed to expansivangoils
no impacts associated with expansive soils would be anticipated with project implemeiltetiefore the soils

on the site would not be expected to create substantial risks to life or prapettyere would beo impact
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e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative
waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste
water?

The project would not include components that would require the use of septic tanks or alterrsatwaten
disposal systems, such as restroom facilifibgrefore, there would e impact.

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

Theentire pipeline alignment has been disturbeddagiwayconstructionAny paleontologicafesources that
may have been previously locat@dng the pipeline alignmehtwvelikely beensubstantially disturbed or
destroyed by the originabadway constructiorAlso, no unique geologic features are locatkhg the pipeline
alignment.Therefore, thavastewater pipelinastallationwithin the roadway righbf-way would not cause a
substantial adverse change in the significancepail@ntologicatesourceor aunique geologic featur&here
would beno impact.
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3.8 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

. Less Than
Potentially Significant wit Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant %/Iiti ation Significant No Impact
Impact 9 Impact
Incorporated
VIII. Greenhouse Gd&missionsWould the project:

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly ] ] X ]

indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the

environment?
b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulatior ] ] ] X

adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions
greenhouse gases?

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

Greenhousgases (GHG) are gases that trap heat in the atmosphere. These gases are emitted by both natural
processes and human activities. The accumul ation of
Without natur al GHG, the Earthdéds surfacHC®200r) d be a
However scientific studies have deterreith thatthe combustion of fossil fuels (coal, petroleum, natural gas, etc.)

for human activities, such as electricity production and vehicle use, has elevated the concentration of these gases
in the atmosphere beyond the level of naturally occurring coratems. The increase in atmospheric

concentrations of GHG has resulted in more heat being held within the atmospheresonhithites to kpbal
climatechange

Global Warming Potential&sGWPs) are one type of simplified index (based upon radiativeeptigs) that can be

used to estimate the potential future impacts of emissions of various @s¢Rss based on a number of factors,
including the heaabsorbing ability of each gas relative to that of carbon dioxide, as well as the decay rate of each
gasrelative to that of carbon dioxid€ommon GHG components include water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrous dioxide, chlorofluorocarbons, hyeditaorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, sulfur hexafluoride, and ozone.

On October 13, 2016, the Placer County Palflution Control District (PCAPCD) adopted CEQA significance
thresholds for GHG emissiofBCAPCD 2016) The Brightline Threshold of 10,000 metric tons (Mad carbon

dioxide equivalent per yea€C(:e/yea) threshold for construction and operational phases, and the De Minimis
level of 1,100 MT C@e/yea for operatioml phaseswere used to determine significance. GHG emissions from
projects that exceed 10,000 MT &&Bea would be deemed to have a cumuldihaonsiderable contribution to

global climate change. For a land use project, this level of emissions is equivalent to a project size of
approximately 646 single family dwelling units, or

Thede minimis level fa the operational phases of 1,100 MT £Qea represents an emissions level which can

be considered as less than cumulatively considerable and be excluded from the further GHG impact analysis. This
level of emissions is equivalent to a project size ofappx i mat el 'y 71 single family u
commercial buildingHowever thede minimis levelis only applied for land use projects with residential and/or
commercial components. A constructionly project such as roadwgyipeline or leve construction is not

required to meet theée minimis level(PCAPCD 2017)
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DISCUSSION

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a
significant impact on the environment?

The project is considered by the PCAPCBQA Handbook to be a constructi@mly pipelineprojectthat is not
subject to PCAPCDOG sThese tgpasioffprojecssmare exeniptfrone thehinophctiassessment
requirements included in the PCAPCD CEQA Handbook because their impast®aterm in nature and they
generate negligible operational GHG emissions. As such, the pnajatd not beexpected t@generate

substantial greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or inditbetiynay be considered to have a significant
impact onthe environmenfTherefore this impactwould beless than significant

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

P C A P Cé&ppreach to developirtheir screening criteritor GHG emissions it identify the emissions level

for which a projectvould not be expected gubstantially conflict with existing California legislation adopted to
reduce statewid6&HG emissions needed to move towards climate stabilization. If a project gyeudateGHG
emissions above theereening criteridevel, it wauld be considered toontribute substantially to a cumulative
impact, and would be considered significabwever, theeCAPCDscreening criteriassumes that construction
projects would generateegligible GHG emissions such that they would é@eemptfrom the identified GHG
significance thresholdét stands to reason thi&tthe projecis exempt from the GHG significance thresholds due
to its negligible contribution of GHG emissionwibuld not substantiallgonflict with existing California
legislationadopted to reduce statewi@#G emissionsThus, the construction and operation of the prafect
assumed toot generate substantial greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indivatthpuld conflict

with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse
gasesThereforethere would bao impact.
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3.9 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

. Less Than
Potentially Significant wit Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant %/Iiti ation Significant No Impact
Impact | 9 Impact
ncorporated

IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials. Would the project:

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the ] X ] ]
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the ] X ] ]
environment through reasonably foreseeable upse
and/or accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials intbe environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous ol ] X ] ]
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or wast¢
within onequarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of ] ] ] X
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a rest
would it create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land ézn ] ] Ol X
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, withi
two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project result in a safety hazardexcess
noisefor people residing or working in the project
area?

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere wit ] X ] ]
an adopted emergency response plan or emergen
evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or ] ] X Ol
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or
death involving wildland fire3

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

A computerized database search of various agency lists was conductedcpfpeline alignmento identify any
known sites of hazardous material contamination. Seastlits revealed no known hazardous materials site
located within thalignment(CaliforniaDepartment bToxic Substances ContraD23)

The State CEQA Guidelines require that initial studies assess whether ailbjgmTit hazardous air emissions
or involve the handling of extremely hazardous materials, substances, omithst@nequarter mile of an
existing or proposed school (see Sections 21151.2 and 21151.4 of theRegblizces Code; Appendix G of the
State CEQA GuidelinesTheRock Creek EEmentarySchoo| located aB050 Bell Roadis the only school
located within ¥4 mile of the pipeline alignment. The school is locapedoximately 500 feet from the proposed
pipeline alignment
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Safety hazards associated with airports generallyetaited to construction of tall structures and the creation of
wildlife attractants (e.g., wetlands, golf courses, and waste disposal operations) that could interfere with airplane
flight paths. The State CEQA Guidelines (Section 21096 of the Public ResdDode) require analysis of

airports within 2 nautical miles of a proposed projébie Auburn Municipal Airportis located approximately

0.75 mile eastof the project sitePortions of he project sitarelocated within thdoundaries of the Auburn

Municipal Airport Land Use Compatibility PlarSpecifically, portions of the pipeline alignmeme located

within Compatibility Zones C1, C2 and Placer County Airport Land Use Commission 2014)

ThePlacer County Office of Emergency Services is responkilder mai nt ai ning the Count
Mitigation Plan (LHMP). Preparation of the LHMP included a risk assessmenetd er mi ne t he Coun
vulnerability to hazards, which influenced the development of goals and mitigations Placer County andst
incorporated communities have a variety of systems and procedures established to protect its residents and visitor:
to plan for, avoid, and respond to a hazard event including those associated witrefioibdgiakes, drought,

levee failures, landslideand wildfires.This includes Pr®isaster Public Awareness and Education information

and pecific warning and evacuation systems and procedures ingludormation relative to: Warning Systems,

ALERT System, dam protocols, evacuation procedures, and sheltering iriRikaer County 221).

The severity of wildland fires is influenced primarily by vegetation, topography, and weather (temperature,
humidity, and wind). The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) has developed a fire
hazard severity scale that considers vegetation, climate, and slope to evaluate the level of wildfir€ARkzard.

FIRE designates three levels of Firazdrd Severity Zones (Moderate, High, and Very High) to indicate the
severity of fire hazard in a particular geographical area. Fire hazard zoning is used to indicate both the likelihood
for a fire (e.g., prevalence of fuels) and the potential for dangage proximity to residenced)ocal fire

departments also use these severity zone designations within their jurisdictions. The northern portion of the
project alignment, including the segments along RicharBsive and Joeger Road, are located within a

Moderate Fire Hazard Severity (CAL FIRE 2023).

Thegeology in the projedreais known to includeiltramafic rock that typically contaimsaturally occurring
asbestos minerals. The California Geological Survey, Special Repdiiiggins, C.T., and Clinénbeard, J.P.,
2006) maps the alignment aloRighway 49 south of Atwood Roads crossing througiin area considered as
iMost Li ke Ingturallytoccurrimg astiestds minerdlie remaining length of the alignmeéstmapped
as 0 Moder abehtannatuially ectuyriog asbestos minerals

DiscussION

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

The use, handling, and storage of hazardoaterials is regulated by both the Federal Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (Fed/OSHA) and the California Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(Cal/lOSHA).Cal/OSHA is responsible for developing and enforcing workplace safety regal&aih federal

and State laws include special provisions/trainimgafe methods for handling any type of hazardous substance.
These strict regulations ensure that potential hazards associated with constnattiqerationactivities do not
create asignificant hazard to the public.
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During project construction, potentially hazardous liquid materials such as oil, diesel fuel, gasoline, and hydraulic
fluid would be use@long the pipeline alignmemnt construction equipmenthese substances are conmiyaused

during construction projects and the risk of a spill that would create a sagmifiazard to the public or

environment would be negligible due to the small quantities of hazardous substances used and the short duration
of constructionHowever,a release of hazardous substances from construction equipment due to a leak or spill
could adversely affect the environmele to its potential to contaminate surface waters and expose people to
health hazardsAlthough unlikely, thisvould be considered potentially significant impact. The ongoing use of
hazardous materials following project construction would not be anticipated.

In addition,although nacontaminated sites were identified along the pipeline route in the state database search,
previouslyundetecteccontaminants could be discoveliadsite soilsduring project construction activities

trenching, excavatiomr gradingoperation¥ Exposure to soil contaminants or other unknown hazardous
materials during construction would be considergdtantially significant impact.

Mitigation MeasutdAZ1

Prior to initiating construction of the proposed project, the Contractorshathit a writte safety progranto
Placer Countyndshallreceive a positive reviewom the CountyThis plan shall include (at a minimum):

A fire or medical emergency response access plan.
A police emergency response access plan.

An access control plaio its staging and equipment storage areas.

= =4 =4 =4

The name and contact information for the Safety Director/Manager responsible for managing the safety,
health and environmental risk factors for the Contractor.

Typical tailgate safety meeting agenda and freguenc
Compliance withor exceedance of applicable OSHA requirements.
New hire safety orientation training.

Any applicable job specific requirements or permits.

= =4 =4 =4 =4

If requested, Contractor shall provide safety training records for employees workingpoojéog
Mitigation MeasutdAZ2

Hazardous Materials Contingency Plan (HMCP): Tetractor shall prepare and submit to @munty a
contingency plan for handling hazardous materials, whether found or introduceddurisiieconstruction. The
plan shdl include construction measures as specified in local, statdedadal regulations for hazardous
materials, removal of esite debris, and confirmation pfesence of pipelines on site. The plan must include the
following measures at a minimum:

9 If contaminated soils or other hazardous materials are encountered during ang\sog operation
during construction (e.g. trenching, excavation, grading), constristiehbehalted and the HMCP
implemented
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1 Instruct workers on recognition and reportingradterials that may be hazardous.

1 Minimize delays by continuing performance of the work in areas not affecteazaydous materials
operations.

1 Identify and contact subcontractors and licensed personnel qualified to undertake staragal,
transportéion, disposal, and other remedial work required by, and in accordatihcdéaws and
regulations.

91 File requests for adjustments to contract time and contract price due to the findampafous materials
in the work site in accordance with conditiongha# contract.

The implementation of #semitigation measuiewould reduce this impact tess than significant with
mitigation incorporated.

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and/or accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

Hazardous Materials Handling

Similar to the analysis @fuestioma) aboveany handling, transporting, use, or disposal of hazardous or
potentially hazardous materials woudd required t@omply with all applicable federal, state, and local agencies
and regulations. Both sherm construction and lortgrm operation of the pject wouldbe required tadhere

to the policies and programs set forthadpplicable regulatorggenciesThis mmpliance along with the limited

use of hazardous materials during constructiyld minimizethe potentialfor the accidental release of
hazardous materials into the environmetibwever, a release of hazardous substances from construction
equipment due to a leak or spill could adversely affect the environment and would be congidéeat aly
significant impact.

Theimplementation of Mitigation Measures HAZand HAZ2 would minimizethis impactby requiring that

safety training be conducted during project construction; by requiring the development of emergency response
plans; by identifying a Safety Director/Managesponsible fomanaging the safety, health and environmental

risk factors for theontractor and by requiring the preparation ol CP. With the implementation of these
mitigation measures, this impact wouldlbssthan significant with mitigation incorporated.

Naturally Occurring Asbestos Minerals

Thepotential for naturally occurring asbestos minerals in the area isihgto the potential presence of
ultramafic, serpentinite rock. This rock type is often associated with naturally occurring astiastass
(Blackburn Consulting 2019Lonstruction activities have the potential to disturb thesk types and expose
construction works and the public to these minefidis exposure would be considered a public health hazard
thatwould be consideredotentially significant impact.

Mitigation MeasuteAZ3

Due to the potential presence of naturally occurring asbestos minerals along the pipeline alignment, the following
measires shall be implemented during soil excavation and handling activities:
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9 Periodic observatiaby a geologist familiar with the identification of naturally occurring asbestos
mineralsshall be conducteds trench excavation progresses. The frequencyseiredtion will be at the
discretion of theCounty. Tesing for naturally occurring asbestos minerals shall be condoctedspect
rock, if observedandas directed by the geologist.

1 A dust mitigation plarshall be implementedin accordance with Califoia Air Resource8oard and
Placer County Air Pollution Control District requirementsjaturally occurring asbestos minerisls
encountered csuspected during grading operations.

1 A worker health and safety prograsall be implementeid naturally occuing asbestos mineratge
encountereduring trenching activitiesThe planshallcomply with all regulatory requirements.

Theimplementation of tesemitigation measuiewould reduce this impact tess than significant with
mitigation incorporated.

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

TheRock Creek Elementary Schaslthe only school located within ¥ mile of the proposed ptojée school

is locatedapproximately 500 feet from the proposed pipeline alignn@ortstruction equipment would operate
within Highway 49 rightof-way within the vicinity of the schoolThe construction equipment would require the

use ofpotentially haardous liquid materials such as oil, diesel fuel, gasoline, and hydrauliinfloider to

operate. These materials would not be expected to be released into the environment due to typical construction
activities along the pipeline route. However, an @ectal leak or spill of these materials could oagithin less

than ¥4 mile of th&ock Creek Elementargchool.In addition, the release of naturally occurring asbestos

minerals could occur within ¥ mile of the school if they are located within the érdasails alonddighway49

in the vicinity of the schoolThe project would not include any other activities that would emit hazardous
emissions or involve the handling of hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste.

Although the accidatal release of hazardous emissions within % mile of a school would be unlikely, it would be
considered potentially significant impact. The implementation of Mitigation Measures HAZHAZ-2 and

HAZ-3 would minimizetheseimpacs by requiring that safetiyaining be conducted during project construction;

by requiring the development of emergency response plans; by identifying a Safety Director/Vespgesible

for managing the safety, health and environmental risk factors faottiector by requirng the preparation of a
HMCP; by requiringperiodic observations by a geologist; by requiring testing if suspect naturally occurring
asbestos minerals are observed; and by implementing a dust mitigation plan and a worker health and safety
program ifnaturally occurring asbestos mineraie detectedVith the implementation of these mitigation
measuregheseimpacs would belessthan significant with mitigation incorporated .

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government Code §865962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant
hazard to the public or the environment?

According tothe California Department of Toxic Substances Control Envirostor wgBaiteC 2@3), there are
no records of contaminated sites within the pipeline alignmBmeproposed projeatould not create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment becausggipkéne alignment is not included on a list of
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hazardous materials sites complied pursua@dvernment Codg65962.5 Therefore no impact would occur
related tdisted hazardous materials sites.

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project
result in a safety hazard or excess noise for people residing or working in the project
area?

Thenearest public airport to the pipeline alignment is the Auburn Municipal Airport, which is located
approximately0.75 mileseastof the pipeline alignment he project site is located within theundaries of the
Auburn MunicipalAirport Land Use Compatibity Plan. Specifically, portions of the alignment are located
within Compatibility Zones C1, C2 and (Placer County Airport Land Use Commission 20H)wever,
building restrictions included withithese compatibility zonesre limited to abovground stuctures. No
limitations are included within these zonesttoe below-groundinstallationor operation®f wastewater
pipelines Also, although pipeline installation actis would create some temporapnstruction noise,
operations would not generateise.Therdore, the projectwould notresult in a safety hazaadt excess nois@r
people residing or working in the project asgmitherewould beno impact.

f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan?

The project include construction activities docal roadghat would require restricting vehicle traffic to one lane
within the construction ared lane restriction would also be necessary aldighway49 toaccommodate
construction activitiesAlthough treselane restrictioawould be temporargtheywould slow vehicle circulation
within the area of the activiti.he lane restriction could also contribute to delagievacuations itheyremained

in place dumgan emergencylhis would be consideredpotentially significant impact during construction
activities. The implementation of Mitigation Measure HAZvould minimizethis impacty requiring the
contractor to develop and implement fire, police and na@imergency response access plans. The
implementation of Mitigation Measure TRA1 wouldalsominimizethis impactby requiring the contractor to
have sufficient traffic management resources to maintain safe traffic flow at all times, to ensure that emergency
fire, police or medical vehicles are able to access all adjacent areas, and that construction activit@ssttoctot
or hinder traffic that might be generated during an evacuation. With the implementation of these mitigation
measures, this impact would less than significant with mitigation incorporated

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss,
injury, or death involving wildland fires?

The ppeline alignments located in an area thiatdesignateds Moderate for fire hazard severity. Although the
proposed project woulieiclude construction activities wiin aModeratefire hazard severity zonéhe

construction would occur entirely within paved roadway shoulderight-of-way. The project would not

introduce any new structures or uses that would increase fuels in the area or contribute to existingyfise

Thus, project implementation would not substantially increase the risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland
fires. This impact would bkess than significant
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3.10 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

. Less Than
Potentially Sianificant Less Than
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES Significant >lgnican Significant No Impact
with Mitigatiol
Impact Impact
Incorporated
X. Hydrology and Water Qualit¥ould the project:
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discha ] X ] ]
requirements ootherwise substantially degrade
surface or groundwater quality
b) Substantially dereasegroundwater supplies or ] ] ] =
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge st
that theproject may impede sustainable groundwate
management of the ba&in
¢) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of th
site or area, including through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river through the addition of
impervious surfacesn a manner which would
i) Result insubstantial onor offsite erosion or ] X ] ]
siltatior
i) Substantially increase the rate or amount of ] ] ] X
surface runoff in a manner which would result ir
flooding on or offsite;
iii) Create ocontribute runoff water which would ] ] ] X
exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff
or
iv) Impede or redirect flood floves ] ] ] X
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk reles ] ] ] X
of pollutants due to project inundatin
€) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water ] ] ] X

quality control plan or sustainable groundwater
management pléh

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

The proposed project site is located within the northern portion of the Sacramento River Hydrological Region, as
defined by the California Department of Water Resources (DWW .Sacramento Rivétydrological Region

covers approximately 17.4 mith acreg27,200 square mileshnnual precipitation averages 2xkes, 90% of
which falls from November through

90¢F, with temperatures in excess of #being fairly common

Apr i | .FtoAawnighrofa g e

S

Stormwater unoff pollutants vary with land use, topography, and the amount of impervious surface, as well as the
amount and frequency of rainfall and irrigation practices. Runoff in developed areas typicallysaihtgiease,
litter, and metals accumulated inesdts, driveways, parking lots, and rooftops, as well as pesticides, herbicides,
particulate matter, nutrients, animal waste, and other oxgigeranding substances from landscaped areas. The
highest pollutant concentrations usually occur at the beginnitigeafets eason dur i n@ t he
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Two creeks cross the pipeline alignment including Rock Creek and a small tributary to Rock Creek. Rock Creek
flows west under the Richardson Drive segment of the pipeline alignment (directly south of Dry Creek Road)
through two 9éinch corrugated metal pis. The pipeline is planned to be installed approximately 12 feet below
these two corrugated metal pipes using horizontal directional drilling. Rock Creek continues north to Dry Creek,
which flows west into Coon Creek, the East Side Canal and the Croakh@éare flowing into the Sacramento

River near Verona.

The small tributary to Rock Creek flows from a concrete culvert on the west ditighofay 49 through a 60

inch concrete culvert under the highway. This culvert is located between Educatiomi&irBell Road and the
pipeline is proposed to be installed approximately one foot below this culvert. This tributary continues north
through a vegetated area for approximately half a mile on the east sldghafay 49 until it flows into Rock
Creek.

In addition, two uncovered water supply canals that connect the Wise Forebay to Rock Creek Lake cross the
Highway49 segment of the pipeline alignment between Live Oak Lane and Holly Vista Way. The more northern
of the two canals, which is approximately 12tfeede at its base and 9 feet delgentified as the Lower Wise

Canal| this canakrosseddighway 49 directly south of Live Oak Lane. The more southern canal, which is 72
inches wide and is identified as Wise Canal, consists of a box culvert that ¢tagseay 49 directly north of

Holly Vista Way. The pipeline is planned to be installed between 15 and 16 feet below both of thesesranals
horizontal directional drilling.

DiscussION

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality?

Project onstruction wouldnclude the excavation of soil from the pipeline treriblke placement afxcavatedoil
either in a dump truck or within a soil storage area, and the refilfittge trench once the pipeline is installed.
During these trenching activities, tagcavatedoils would be exposed to wind and water erosion that could
transport sediments into local drainages. Alsgjdental spills of fluids or fuels fromonstructbn vehicles and
equipment, or miscellaneous construction materials and debulsl bemobilized and transported edite in
overland flow These contaminant sources codédjradeghe water qualityof receiving water bodies, potentially
degrading surface watquality. This impact would be considergdtentially significant.

Mitigation Measure HMD

To ensure project construction activities do not adversely affect the water quality of local waténeay
following mitigation measureshall be implementegrior to and during construction

1 A storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPRRall be prepared for the proposed projeith
associated # managements practices (BMPs), consistent with PGmenty standards. The SWPPP
shall bedesigned to protect water quality pursuant to the requirements of the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) stormwater permit for construction activity (Ord@8IdWQ, as
amended)The SWPPP wouldlentify and specify:
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3 the use of erosion and sedimeontrol BMPs, including construction techniques that will reduce the
potential for erosiopas well as other measures to be implemented during construction;

3 the means of waste disposal;

3 the implementatin of approved local plans, n@tormwatefrmanagement controls, permanent post
construction BMPs, and inspection and maintenance responsibilities;

3 the pollutants that are likely to be used during construction that could be present in stormwater
drainage ad nonstormwater discharges, and other types of materials used for equipment operation;

3 spill prevention and contingency measures, including measures to prevent or clean up spills of
hazardous waste and of hazardous materials used for equipment oparatiemergency procedures
for responding to spills;

3 personnel training requirements and procedures that will be used to ensure that workers are aware of
permit requirements and proper installation methods for BMPs specified in the SWPPP; and

3 The appropria personnel responsible for supervisory duties related to implementation of the
SWPPP.

1 Where applicable, BMPs identified in the SWPPP shall be in place throughout all site work and
construction. BMPs may include such measures as the following:

3 Implementing temporary erosiaontrol measures in disturbed areas to minimize discharge of
sediment into nearby drainage conveyances. These measures may include silt fences, staked straw
bales or wattles, sediment/silt basins and traps, geofabric, adfiobspdikes.

9 All construction contractors shall retain a copy of the approved SWPPP on the construction site. The
SWPPP shall be submitted to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
pursuant to NPDES requirements, and completedrapi@émented before the start of construction
activities.

The implementation of this mitigation measure would reduce this impggdithan significant with mitigation
incorporated.

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the
basin?

Theproposed projeatould not include the use gfoundwateresources and would have no effect on
groundwater supplie.emporary dewatering aectiies may be necessary if perched groundwater is encountered
during trenching activities. However, the dewatering activities would not be expected to affdefriong
groundwater supplie§hewastewater pipelines proposed tbe installed under pavedadways, wheré would

have no effect on groundwater recharfigerefore, there would b® impact.
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